


Chairperson,

Thank you for giving me the floor. | congratulate you on your election to chair the
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cooperation.

I would also like to thank the introductory statements delivered by

representatives of UN-Women, CEDAW and UNFPA.

My delegation aligns itself with the statements delivered by Algeria on behalf of
G77 and China, Cameroon on behalf of the African Group and Malawi on behalf of
the Southern African Development Community (SADC), respectively. |, however,
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establishment of the United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and

Empowerment of Women, known as “UN Women”.

Despite these achievements, problems in the path towards empowerment of
women abound. The disparity in education between women and men persists.
Women continue to be unemployed in huge numbers, and many of those who

have a job hold junior positions. Hence, they constitute the highest proportion of
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coptipug to be revorted in manv narts of the world. Needless to mention that the

rates at which women die during childbirth are still unacceptably high. We,
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Chairperson,

Allow me to share with you some of the strides my country has made In
implementing the commitments aimed at the advancement of women. The

Government of the Kingdom of Lesotho recognizes women as equal citizens and is
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Furthermnre  the (avernment of lesptbn has remained  steadfast. in its

endeavours to combat violence against women, particularly sexual violence. The
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