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Chairperson,
Distinguished delegates,
Colleagues and friends,

As Vice-Chairperson of the CEDAW Committee, which is charged with overseeing
the implementation of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination
against Women, I am honoured to have been invited to address and engage in an interactive



We are fully aware of the constant challenges that concern all of humanity, including
women's access to justice, to education, to health, and to decision-makmg positions in the
political sphere. The recognition and promotion of the rights of women m the world should be
the active principle of the development of modem societies

Chairperson,
Distinguished delegates,

Status of the Convention and Optional Protocol
Turning to the status of the Convention and its Optional Protocol, I note that 187

States are party to the Convention. We encourage the remaining States to join the global
process of ratification of the Convention The Convention's Optional Protocol, which
mandates the Committee to receive and consider petitions and inquiries into allegations of
grave or systematic violations of the Convention, has now been accepted by 104 States parties
Cote d'lvoire is the most recent State to have acceded to the Optional Protocol on 20 January
2012

Reporting
The Committee has now considered or has scheduled for consideration all long-

overdue reports, that is to say, reports that are 10 years or more overdue. The Committee
considers, on average, 24 reports annually but has not recently been able to keep pace with the
rate of submission. Currently, 43 reports are awaiting consideration by the Committee. The
Committee is aware that timely consideration is a significant incentive for States parties to
report in accordance with the terms of the Convention. Currently, under the Optional Protocol,
the Committee is examining a number of individual communications and has 6 inquiries,
including requests for inquiries, pending consideration. The Committee has also recently
made two press releases on the human rights situation of women m Syria and on the need for
a gender perspective in the text of the Arms Trade Treaty. This complex work of the
Committee is requiring additional resources

Resources

While recognising the remarkable quality of support provided by the Secretariat, the
Committee is very concerned about the efforts undertaken to support the work of the
Committee. It would like that this support be reinforced by appropriate resources to allow it to
pursue its mission. In this context, I would like to draw your attention to the report of the
Secretary-General on measures to improve further effectiveness, harmonization and reform of
the treaty body system (A/66/344)

Chairperson,
Distinguished delegates,

Treaty Body Strengthening/Meeting of Chairpersons
On behalf of the Committee, I welcome the report of the High Commissioner for

Human Rights, Ms Navi Pillay, on strengthening the United Nations human rights treaty
body system. This report is the culmination of a three year long consultation among all key
stakeholders m which the CEDAW Committee has played an active role through its
participation in the Dublin 2009 and 2011 meetings and in other related consultations,
including those held with States in New York m April 2012. The report contains concrete
proposals aimed at creating a more efficient and inclusive treaty bodies system of independent
review and guidance on the implementation of international human rights standards. It
addresses recommendations to treaty bodies, States parties, national human rights institutions,
civil society and the Umted Nations entities

In an effort to commence implementing the recommendations addressed to the treaty
bodies m the High Commissioner's report, at its last meeting, held in Addis Ababa m June
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2012, the Chairpersons endorsed guidelines on the independence and impartiality of treaty
bodies' members and also strongly recommended its prompt adoption by all the Committees

For its part, the CEDAW Committee adopted a resolution at its 52nd session
supporting in principle the Addis Ababa guidelines noting that the Committee would continue
to discuss this issue In this regard, you should be aware that the Committee has already
undertaken measures to increase the efficiency of its work. The Committee continues to
carefully review its working methods m light of the proposals contained in the High
Commissioner's report and in the observations of the State parties It is discussing such
matters currently at its 53rd session taking place in Geneva. I am pleased to report that various
proposals contained in the report reflect existing practices of the Committee, which prides
itself on its efficient working methods In addition, I underline that we aire fully committed to
continue reinforcing the constructive dialogue with State parties and the coordination
regarding the promotion and implementation of the Convention

Furthermore, in order to harmonize working methods in the context of the treaty body
strengthening process, the CEDAW Committee will hold a second meeting with the Human
Rights Committee during its 53rd session to discuss individual complaint mechanisms and
proposals contained in the High Commissioner's report on treaty body strengthening.

Chairperson,
Distinguished delegates,

Partners
The Committee continues to engage with the States parties and to encourage the input

and support of non-governmental organizations, the role of national human rights institutions
m its work and in follow-up to its recommendations, the role of parliamentarians in
implementation of the Convention and other actors, including the United Nations programmes,
funds and specialized agencies. The Committee continues to benefit from information
submitted on countries under consideration by the United Nations country teams and is
especially grateful to the Inter-Agency Group on CEDAW Reporting (comprised of UNDP,
UNFPA, UNICEF, FAO and UN Women), as well as UNHCR, ILO, IOM and IPU for
providing country-specific information. The Committee has established a permanent
framework of dialogue with the representatives of UN agencies, as well as with NGOs and
national human rights institutions.

The Committee has a special relation of cooperation with UN Women rooted m its
traditional links with the gender-related entities brought together under this new institution.
We are pleased to report that UN Women is very supportive of the Committee's work
regarding the elaboration of a general recommendation on access to justice, the draft general
recommendation on the human rights of women in conflict and post-conflict by supporting
regional consultations to obtain further input on this subject, as well as other activities,
including a very successful 30th anniversary event in New York held during our 52nd session,
which attracted over 500 participants, including representatives of the permanent missions,
senior United Nations officials and civil society

The Committee also meets with relevant special mandate holders to strengthen
coordination. During the past year, the Committee met with Ms Rashida Manjoo, the Special
Rapporteur on violence against women, its causes and consequences and with the Working
Group on Discrimination against Women in Law and Practice, and other special procedures.
The Chair will also participate in the upcoming session of the Commission on the Status of
Women. The Chair of CEDAW addresses the Commission and presents a report on the
activities of the Committee annually.
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On 20 July 2012, the Committee has been informed by the High Commissioner that
the Committee's July session would be moved from New York to Geneva The Committee is
concerned about the serious detrimental impact of this decision on its interactions with key
women's rights actors in New York, such as the CSW, which, for example, m its next session
in March 2013 will consider the issue of violence against women, with UN Women, a key
partner which is increasingly building its work on CEDAW, and with other UN agencies This
is also the case for State parties having representation only m New York and for many NGOs
based in New York and m the region The High Commissioner's decision seemed to be solely
based on budgetary issues While the Committee is fully aware of the financial crisis, it has
constantly demonstrated its readiness to enhance the efficiency and quality of its work while
ensuring savings to the Organisation (e g summary records are requested only for open



of non-discrimination and substantive equality that underpins the Convention, and the concept
of intersecting forms of discrimination.

The Committee's jurisprudence under the Optional Protocol is an emerging area of
importance The views of the Committee have been influential m the creation of an


