
Negotiated Relationship Agreement between the 
International Criminal Court and the United Nations  

Preamble 

 The International Criminal Court and the United Nations, 

 Bearing in mind the Purposes and Principles of the Charter of the United Nations, 

 Recalling that the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court reaffirms the 
Purposes and Principles of the Charter of the United Nations, 

 Noting the important role assigned to the International Criminal Court in dealing with 
the most serious crimes of concern to the international community as a whole, as referred to 
in the Rome Statute, and which threaten the peace, security and well-being of the world, 

 Bearing in mind that, in accordance with the Rome Statute, the International Criminal 
Court is established as an independent permanent institution in relationship with the United 
Nations system, 

 Recalling also that, in accordance with article 2 of the Rome Statute, the 
International Criminal Court shall be brought into relationship with the United Nations 
through an agreement to be approved by the Assembly of the States Parties to the Rome 
Statute and thereafter concluded by the President of the Court on its behalf, 

 Recalling further General Assembly resolution 58/79 of 9 December 2003 calling for 
the conclusion of a relationship agreement between the United Nations and the International 
Criminal Court, 

 Noting the responsibilities of the Secretary-General of the United Nations under the 
provisions of the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court, 

 Desiring to make provision for a mutually beneficial relationship whereby the 
discharge of respective responsibilities of the United Nations and the International Criminal 
Court may be facilitated, 

 Taking into account for this purpose the provisions of the Charter of the United 
Nations and the provisions of the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court, 

 Have agreed as follows: 

 

I. General provisions 

Article 1 
Purpose of the Agreement 

1. The present Agreement, which is entered into by the United Nations and the International 
Criminal Court (“the Court”), pursuant to the provisions of the Charter of the United Nations (“the 
Charter”) and the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court (“the Statute”), respectively, 
defines the terms on which the United Nations and the Court shall be brought into relationship. 



2. For the purposes of this Agreement, “the Court” shall also include the Secretariat of the 
Assembly of States Parties. 

Article 2 
Principles 

1. The United Nations recognizes the Court as an independent permanent judicial institution 
which, in accordance with articles 1 and 4 of the Statute, has international legal personality and 
such legal capacity as may be necessary for the exercise of its functions and the fulfilment of its 
purposes. 

2. The Court recognizes the responsibilities of the United Nations under the Charter. 

3. The United Nations and the Court respect each other’s status and mandate. 

Article 3 
Obligation of cooperation and coordination 

 The United Nations and the Court agree that, with a view to facilitating the effective 
discharge of their respective responsibilities, they shall cooperate closely, whenever appropriate, 
with each other and consult each other on matters of mutual interest pursuant to the provisions of 
the present Agreement and in conformity with the respective provisions of the Charter and the 
Statute. 

II. Institutional relations 

Article 4 
Reciprocal representation 

1. Subject to the applicable provisions of the Rules of Procedure and Evidence of the Court 
(“the Rules of Procedure and Evidence”), the Secretary-General of the United Nations (“the 
Secretary-General”) or his/her representative shall have a standing invitation to attend public 
hearings of the Chambers of the Court that relate to cases of inte



(a) The Secretary-General shall: 

(i) Transmit to the Court information on developments related to the Statute which 
are relevant to the work of the Court, including information on communications 
received by the Secretary-General in the capacity of depositary of the Statute or 
depositary of any other agreements which relate to the exercise by the Court of 
its jurisdiction; 

(ii) Keep the Court informed regarding the implementation of article 123, 
paragraphs 1 and 2, of the Statute relating to the convening by the 
Secretary-General of review conferences; 

(iii) In addition to the requirement provided in article 121, paragraph 7, of the 
Statute, circulate to all States Members of the United Nations or members of 
specialized agencies or of the International Atomic Energy Agency which are 





Article 12 
Laissez-passer 

 The judges, the Prosecutor, the Deputy Prosecutors, the Registrar and the staff/officials of 
the Office of the Prosecutor and the Registry shall be entitled, in accordance with such special 
arrangements as may be concluded between the Secretary-General and the Court, to use the 
laissez-passer of the United Nations as a valid travel document where such use is recognized by 
States in agreements defining the privileges and immunities of the Court.  Staff of “the Registry” 
includes staff of the Presidency and of the Chambers





Article 18 
Cooperation between the United Nations and the Prosecutor 

1. With due regard to its responsibilities and competence under the Charter of the United 
Nations and subject to its rules, the United Nations undertakes to cooperate with the Prosecutor and 
to enter with the Prosecutor into such arrangements or, as appropriate, agreements as may be 
necessary to facilitate such cooperation, in particular when the Prosecutor exercises, under article 54 
of the Statute, his or her duties and powers with respect to investigation and seeks the cooperation 
of the United Nations in accordance with that article. 

2. Subject to the rules of the organ concerned, the United Nations undertakes to cooperate in 
relation to requests from the Prosecutor in providing such additional information as he or she may 
seek, in accordance with article 15, paragraph 2, of the Statute, from organs of the United Nations in 
connection with investigations initiated proprio motu



originator is not a State Party to the Statute and refuses to consent to disclosure, the United Nations 
shall inform the Court that it is unable to provide the requested information or documentation 
because of a pre-existing obligation of confidentiality to the originator. 

IV. Final provisions 

Article 21 
Supplementary arrangements for the implementation 

of the present Agreement 

 The Secretary-General and the Court may, for the purpose of implementing the present 
Agreement, make such supplementary arrangements as may be found appropriate. 

Article 22 
Amendments 

 The present Agreement may be amended by agreement between the United Nations and the 
Court.  Any such amendment shall be approved by the General Assembly of the United Nations and 
by the Assembly in accordance with article 2 of the Statute.  The United Nations and the Court shall 
notify each other in writing of the date of such approval, and the Agreement shall enter into force on 
the date of the later of the said approvals. 

Article 23 
Entry into force 

 The present Agreement shall be approved by the General Assembly of the United Nations 
and by the Assembly in accordance with article 2 of the Statute.  The United Nations and the Court 
shall notify each other in writing of the date of such approval.  The Agreement shall thereafter enter 
into force upon signature. 

 In witness thereof, the undersigned have signed the present Agreement. 

 Signed this _______ day of ___________ at United Nations Headquarters in New York in 
two copies in all the official languages of the United Nations and the Court, of which the English 
and French texts shall be authentic. 

 


