
YOUTH ENGAGEMENT AND THE SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS

Children and youth account for two thirds of the 
world's poor, yet are often excluded from 
decision-making processes on poverty reduction 
and eradication. Financial inclusion can support 
youth in accumulating savings and reducing the 
impact of economic shocks.

Hunger and malnutrition often prevent youth and 
children from taking part in society, at every level. 
Responsibly engaging youth in sustainable 
agricultural policies and practices is essential for 
achieving Sustainable Development Goal 2. 

Investing in the health and well-being of youth can 
support sustainable development outcomes 
around the world. The active participation of young 
people can lead to better health outcomes, 
including with respect to vaccination programmes 
and mental health.

The coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic has 
had a detrimental impact on the education of 
children and youth. Ensuring access to inclusive 
and equitable quality education is essential for 
successful transition into the labour force and 
attaining decent work. 

Providing financial access and developing the 
financial capabilities of young women and girls 
build social and economic empowerment, allowing 
them to take advantage of greater economic 
opportunities.

Youth collaboration initiatives, such as the Water 
Youth Network, can help to connect young people to 
the water and sanitation sectors to inform 
innovative solutions at the local and national levels, 
as well as providing platforms for sharing best 
practices.

Building the renewable energy skills and capacities 


