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Mr President, Mr. Secretary General, Excellencies, 

I stand before you as Secretary-General of International 

IDEA to speak on the future of our planet and the pact we 

need to make it viable. For me the future has faces. I have 

two children, Annalena and Simon, ages fifteen and twelve. 

The Pact we have forged here is about the world we will 

bequeath them.  

I want them to live in a world where women are not 

second-class citizens anywhere, where they don’t have to 

wait, on current trends, 46 years to achieve equal 

representation in parliaments 
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