(Women First International Fund (previously Virginia Gildersleeve International Fund)

(www.womenfirstfund.org)


about:blank

climate-



10. Ensure women, girls, and indigenous women workers, whose jobs are dependent upon a healthy
planet are agents of change and are part of every decision-making that affects their rights and dignity.

11. Divest all fossil fuel investments and end fossil fuel subsidies. These funds should be diverted to
climate finance, targeting Nature-based Solutions to deliver on both the 2030 Agenda and the Paris
Agreement.

12. Governments must take decisive steps to address violence and harassment in the world of work by
ratifying and implementing ILO Convention No. 190.)

Chapter Il. International peace and security
(Add your organization’s concise, concrete, and action-oriented recommendations for Chapter 2)

Chapter lll. Science, technology and innovation and digital cooperation

(Innovation, technological change, and education in the digital age are key drivers for long-term economic
growth and achieving gender equality. However, the persistent gender digital divide, inequity in access to
education, and the de-prioritization of education financing by governments all over the world create
tremendous setbacks for achieving gender equality and empowerment of women. The repercussions of
the COVID-19 pandemic, economic and climate crises, and ongoing conflict situations in many countries
pose significant challenges and disruptions to education, innovation, and technological advancement.

An example of this is the widespread and unprecedented disruption in learning during the COVID-19
pandemic. As schools around the world closed to contain the spread of the virus and as more developed
countries shifted learning to more sophisticated mediums aided by innovation and technology, millions
of children around the world, especially in the global South and East, stopped learning. Moreover, when
schools reopened, a number of children did not return.

According to the 2023 Global Innovation Index report, the socioeconomic impact of innovation remains
low for a second consecutive year. A key challenge is converting the potential of novel innovation waves
into tangible benefits that flow to everyone, everywhere. Technology adoption might be growing but take-
up is not yet fast enough. Weak signs of technological progress, adoption, and innovation’s socioeconomic
impact are putting the future of innovation-



cover more people. Penetration rates for fixed broadband — which is often necessary for more advanced
applications — remained poor in low-income economies.

Digital connectivity leads to educational opportunities for women which in turn provides a straightforward
pathway for work in the digital sector for women. However, women continue to be at a disadvantage
even with accessing the internet, one of the most common forms of technology used in all facets of life
today. Access to the internet offers valuable resources that can assist women in their personal and
economic advancements. However, as women are significantly more likely to face online harassment and
violence, it discourages many women from engaging actively in the digital space. Research shows that
women are twice as likely as men to have their intimate images shared without their consent. In addition,
ensuring a safe virtual workspace, free from violence and harassment is important as many companies
adopt hybrid workspaces with a virtual component. Bridging the digital divide and ensuring a safe online
environment are crucial for the empowerment of women and girls.

Internet shutdown including complete blocks of Internet connectivity by governments has increased in



We make the following recommendations to governments:

1. Increase national budget funding allocation toward education to align with existing global and
regional commitments.
2. Increase investments in the research and development of



