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UHC role in preparing for a better and healthier future:  
Universal health coverage (UHC) is central to better health and well-

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank


   
 

  2 
 

Submission of Inputs:  

Chapeau 
Reaffirming the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Reaffirming also that the right of everyone to the 
enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of physical and mental health is a human right as reflected in, inter 
alia, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural 
Rights and the Convention on the Rights of the Child and, with respect to non-discrimination, in the International 
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination, the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms 
of Discrimination against Women and the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, and that the 
Constitution of the World Health Organization also recognizes the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard 
of health as a fundamental right of every human being, without distinction of race, religion, political belief, 
economic or social condition; 
Reaffirming the right of every human being, without distinction of any kind, to the enjoyment of the highest 
attainable standard of physical and mental health and recognize that health is a precondition for and an outcome 
and indicator of all three dimensions of sustainable development; 
Reaffirming the commitment made in United Nations General Assembly resolution 70/1 (2015), entitled 
“Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development”, especially target 3.8 (Achieve universal 
health coverage, including financial risk protection, access to quality essential health-care services and access to 
safe, effective, quality and affordable essential medicines and vaccines for all), which will contribute to ending 
poverty and fighting inequality and injustice; 
Recalling the outcome of the high-level meeting on universal health coverage, reaffirming its political declaration, 
entitled “Universal health coverage: moving together to build a healthier world”, and recognizing further that 
universal health coverage implies that all people have access, without discrimination, to nationally determined 
sets of needed promotive, preventive, curative, palliative and rehabilitative essential health-care services and 
essential, safe, affordable, effective and quality medicines, vaccines, therapeutics and diagnostics, while ensuring 
that the use of these services does not expose users to financial hardship, with special emphasis on the poor and 
other people in vulnerable situations,   
Reaffirm General Assembly resolution 69/313 of 27 July 2015 on the Addis Ababa Action Agenda of the Third 
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Chapter IV. Youth and future generations 

Recognize the contribution of universal health coverage to ensure the health and well-being of future generations. 
Strong and resilient health systems based on a primary health care approach are needed to address the challenges 
of tomorrow. 

In order to prepare for the impacts of climate change, we will transform our health systems to be climate-resilient, 
low-carbon, sustainable and equitable.  

 

Chapter V. Transforming global governance 

Recognize that globally, women comprise approximately 70 per cent of the health workforce, and in some health 
professions more than 90 per cent, face a 24 per cent pay gap compared to men across the health and care sector, 
and continue to face significant barriers in accessing leadership and decision-making roles, occupying just an 
estimated 25 per cent of leadership roles. 
Reaffirm our commitment to ensuring women’s effective participation and leadership in health policies and health 
systems delivery. We will therefore create opportunities for women in the health and care workforce that support 
their full and meaningful participation and representation, including in senior leadership and decision-making 
roles, while ensuring decent working conditions, including closing the gender pay gap and remunerating unpaid 
and underpaid work among community health workers.  
Further mainstream a gender perspective on a systems-wide basis when designing, implementing and monitoring 
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lifelong learning opportunities, achieving 
gender equality and empowering all 
women and girls, promoting sustained, 
inclusive and sustainable economic growth 
and decent work for all, reducing 
inequalities within and among countries, 
ensuring just, peaceful and inclusive 
societies and to building and fostering 
partnerships, while reaching the goals and 
targets included throughout the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development is 
critical for the attainment of healthy lives 
and well-being for all, with a focus on 
health outcomes throughout the life 
course; 
 
Recognize the fundamental role of primary 
health care in achieving universal health 
coverage and other Sustainable 
Development Goals and targets, as was 
declared in the Declaration of Alma-Ata and 
the Declaration of Astana, and further 
recognize that primary health care, 
including community-based primary health 
care, brings people into first contact with 
the health system and is the most inclusive, 
effective and efficient approach to enhance 
people’s physical and mental health, as well 
as social well-being, noting that primary 
health care and health services should be 
high-quality, safe, comprehensive, 
integrated, accessible, available and 
affordable for everyone and everywhere, 
including those who live in remote 
geographical regions or in areas difficult to 
access, noting the work of the World Health 
Organization on the operational framework 
for primary health care; 
 

Reflects commitments 
made by MS on SDGs and 
highlights the critical role 
of a PHC approach 
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primary health care 
approach. 
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critical for preparedness and resilience 
during health emergencies. 
 
Commit to strengthen the resilience of our 
health systems as an integral part of our 
preparedness for health emergencies, so as 
to be able to respond to such emergencies 
while maintaining access to essential health 
services or to quickly reinstate them after 
disruption. 

Highlights the importance 
of health systems in 
responding to 
emergencies while 
maintaining access. 

Based on A/RES/75/130 

Build strong and resilient health systems 
that can anticipate and implement 
adaptation interventions against climate-
sensitive disease and health risks, prevent, 
prepare and respond to pandemics and 
other health emergencies, and deliver -
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health systems to be climate-resilient, low-
carbon, sustainable and equitable. 
 

international security. In a 
world of interconnected 
crises, we need equitable 
and resilient health 
systems to address 
people's everyday health 
needs, even in the face of 
shocks such as climate 
change.  

 

Chapter 
V 

R
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rights and specific needs of all women and 


	Links the benefit of strong and resilient health systems to treats to health security s.a. climate change, pandemics and humanitarian disasters.
	Highlights the benefits of digital health technologies in reaching rural areas and achieving UHC

