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Tackling Biodiversity & Climate Crises Together and  
Their Combined Social Impacts 

 

Global Experts Identify Key Options for Solutions 
First-Ever Collaboration between IPBES and IPCC Selected Scientists 

 

BONN, 10 June – Unprecedented changes in climate and biodiversity, driven by human 
activities, have combined and increasingly threaten nature, human lives, livelihoods and 
well-being around the world. Biodiversity loss and climate change are both driven by 
human economic activities and mutually reinforce each other. Neither will be 
successfully resolved unless both are tackled together. This is the message of a 
workshop report, published today by 
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for people and nature is still achievable, but it 
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individual consumption patterns, reducing loss and waste, and shifting diets, 
especially in rich countries, toward more plant-based options.   

 
Some focused climate mitigation and adaptation measures identified by the report as 
harmful to biodiversity and nature’s contributions to people include: 
 

¶ Planting bioenergy crops in monocultures over a very large share of land 
areas. Such crops are detrimental to ecosystems when deployed at very large 
scales, reducing nature’s contributions to people and impeding achievement of 
many of the Sustainable Development Goals.  At small scales, alongside 
pronounced and rapid reductions in fossil-fuel emissions, dedicated bioenergy 
crops for electricity production or fuels may provide co-benefits for climate 
adaptation and biodiversity. 
 

¶ Planting trees in ecosystems that have not historically been forests and 
reforestation with monocultures – especially with exotic tree species. This 
can contribute to climate change mitigation but is often damaging to biodiversity, 
food production and other nature’s contributions to people, has no clear benefits 
for climate adaptation, and may displace local people through competition for 
land. 
 

¶ Increasing irrigation capacity. A common response to adapt agricultural 
systems to drought that often leads to water conflicts, dam building and long-
term soil degradation from salinization.  
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