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https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/diagnostic-testing-for-sars-cov-2
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/antigen-detection-in-the-diagnosis-of-sars-cov-2infection-using-rapid-immunoassays
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Who Should Be Prioritized for COVID-19 Testing4? 
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ANNEX 1: USE OF COVID-19 ANTIGEN RAPID DIAGNOSTIC TESTS11 
 

• Antigen rapid diagnostic tests (Ag-RDTs) directly detect the presence of a specific viral antigen, 
indicating active infection on upper respiratory specimens or saliva.  Such tests can be an easier 
and less expensive test and provide quicker results (e.g., in 10-30 minutes) compared to rT-
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ANNEX 2: SPECIMEN COLLECTION FOR COVID-19 TESTING 
 
Always consult the manufacturer’s insert to see what the specimen collection requirements are.  In all 
cases, the instructions for use of any test provided by the manufacturer should be followed. 
 
Facilities should also refer to WHO laboratory guidance available here 
 
Specimen Type  
 
For rT-PCR:  Nasopharyngeal swabs are recommended.  Less commonly, the test can also be done 
on a bronchoalveolar lavage fluid or deep sputum.   
 
For Ag-RDTs: Nasopharyngeal swabs or saliva are recommended for most Ag RDTs. In all cases the 
instructions for use of the test provided by the manufacturer should be followed. 
 
PPE Use and Infection Prevention and Control during Specimen Collection  
 
Consider the following when collecting diagnostic respiratory specimens from a person with possible 
COVID-19: 
  
• 


