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Bios High-Level Advisory Group on Climate Action 
 

 
 

Adnan Amin, Mr. Adnan Amin, development 
economist with a specialty in sustainable 
development. Served as the first Director-
General of IRENA & has worked in a variety of 
senior positions within the UN. 
 
Contribution: Energy / sustainable 
development 
 
Priority for HLAG: (2) The engagements 
required to deliver truly transformational, 
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Cristiana Figueres, founding partner of 
Global Optimism Ltd., and convenor of Mission 
2020 
 
Contribution: Civil Society 
 
Priority for HLAG: (3) Outreach to key 
stakeholders including civil society and the 
private sector 
 

¶ Ms. Figueres was Executive Secretary of the United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) 2010-2016. 
 

¶ Assuming responsibility for the international climate change 
negotiations after the failed Copenhagen conference of 2009, she was 
determined to lead the process to a universall
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http://unfccc.int/
http://unfccc.int/
https://unfccc.int/key_steps/cancun_agreements/items/6132.php
https://unfccc.int/key_steps/durban_outcomes/items/6825.php
https://unfccc.int/key_steps/doha_climate_gateway/items/7389.php
https://unfccc.int/key_steps/doha_climate_gateway/items/7389.php
https://unfccc.int/key_steps/warsaw_outcomes/items/8006.php
https://unfccc.int/meetings/lima_dec_2014/meeting/8141.php
https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/the-paris-agreement/the-paris-agreement
http://globaloptimism.com/
https://globaloptimism.com/podcast/
https://www.amazon.com/Future-We-Choose-Surviving-Climate-ebook/dp/B07Y7HZLX8
https://www.amazon.com/Future-We-Choose-Surviving-Climate-ebook/dp/B07Y7HZLX8
https://www.acciona.com/shareholders-investors/corporate-governance/board-directors-committees/
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Rachel Kyte, 14th dean of The Fletcher School 
at Tufts University 
 
Contribution: Energy 
 
Priority for HLAG: (2) The engagements 
required to deliver truly transformational, 
impactful climate action in the real economy.  
 

¶ Rachel Kyte is serving as the Dean of The Fletcher School at Tufts 
University, and the first woman to lead the oldest graduate-only school 
of international affairs in the United States. 
 

¶ She is the former Chief Executive Officer of Sustainable Energy for All, 
and Special Representative of the United Nations Secretary-General for 
Sustainable Energy for All. 

 

¶ Kyte served until December 2015 as World Bank Group Vice President 
and Special Envoy for Climate Change, leading the Bank Group's 
efforts to campaign for an ambitious agreement at the 21st Convention 
of the Parties of the UNFCCC (COP 21). She was previously 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fletcher_School_of_Law_and_Diplomacy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tufts_University
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tufts_University
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sustainable_Energy_for_All
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_Bank_Group
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2015_United_Nations_Climate_Change_Conference
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_Bank
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_Bank
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Finance_Corporation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fletcher_School_of_Law_and_Diplomacy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fletcher_School_of_Law_and_Diplomacy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tufts_University
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Companion_of_the_Order_of_St_Michael_and_St_George
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Companion_of_the_Order_of_St_Michael_and_St_George
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2020_New_Year_Honours
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Ajay Mathur, Director General of The Energy 
& Resources Institute, and member  of the 
Prime Minister Modi's Council on Climate 
Change 
 
Contribution: India / Energy 
 
Priority for HLAG: (2) The engagements 
required to deliver truly transformational, 
impactful climate action in the real economy.  
 
 
 

¶ Ajay Mathur is the director general of The Energy & Resources 
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Sara Menker, Founder and Chief Executive 
Officer, Gro Intelligence 
 
Contribution: Food Systems / Trade / Supply 
Chains 
 
Priority for HLAG: (2) The engagements 
required to deliver truly transformational, 
impactful climate action in the real economy.  
 
 

¶ Prior to founding Gro, Sara was a Vice President in Morgan 
Stanley’s commodities group. She began her career in commodities 
risk management, where she covered all commodity markets, and 
subsequently moved to trading, where she managed an options 
trading portfolio. 
 

¶ Sara is a Trustee of the Mandela Institute For Development Studies 
(MINDS) and a Trustee of the International Center for Tropical 
Agriculture (CIAT). Sara was named a Global Young Leader by the 
World Economic Forum and is a fellow of the African Leadership 
Initiative of the Aspen Institute. 

 

¶ Sara received a B.A. in Economics and African Studies at Mount 
Holyoke College and the London School of Economics and an 
M.B.A. from Columbia University. 
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Seyni Nafo, Climate Ambassador, Mali, and 
former chair of the African Group of Negotiators 
on Climate Change 
 
Contribution: Africa, political dynamics of 
negotiations 
 
Priority for HLAG: (1) The achievement of the 
objectives in his climate strategy 2020-21   
 

¶ Ambassador Seyni NAFO (39 years old), Secretary General of the 
African Adaptation Initiative Foundation, is the High 
Representative of the President of the Republic of Mali for Climate. 
 

¶ Ambassador 
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Meg Taylor, Secretary General of the Pacific 
Islands Forum  
 
Contribution: SIDS 
 
Priority for






