UN welcomes nearly $1 billion in recent pledges - to bolster access
to lifesaving tests, treatments and vaccines to end COVID-19

New commitments from governments, international organizations and the private sector
support unified approach to end pandemic, backing a response of unprecedented scale, scope
and speed—through the Access to COVID-19 Tools Accelerator—as pandemic claims more than
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Unprecedented Global Collaboration

The ACT-Accelerator, which was launched just five months ago, is an unprecedented global
collaboration of the world’s top international health organizations working together to
accelerate the development, production, and equitable delivery of COVID-19 tests, treatments,
and vaccines.

“We have a duty to ensure vaccines, treatments and tests for COVID-19 are available to all—
stopping the global spread of the pandemic protects the British people and will put humanity

the


https://www.who.int/dg/speeches

wealthy or not,” said South Africa’s Health Minister Zweli Mkhize, adding that large parts of
the population especially in developing countries remain “vulnerable and marginalized during
this pandemic.”

Today's event highlighted the substantial results achieved by the Access to COVID-19 Tools
Accelerator initiative since its launch: the availability of 120 million affordable and high-quality
rapid tests for low- and middle-income countries; a breakthrough in trials with, and a rapid
rollout of, Dexamethasone—the only drug found to make a significant difference to patient
mortality; the creation of the COVAX Facility — the global mechanism to ensure equitable
access to eventual COVID-19 vaccines regardless of income -comprising 168 economies and
the largest and most diverse vaccine portfolio in the world, with nine candidate vaccines under
evaluation, eight of them in clinical trials.

In another significant show of support, a coalition of 16 pharmaceutical companies and the
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation signed an agreement to cooperate on vaccine manufacturing
and to scale up production at an unprecedented speed, ensuring that approved vaccines are
more broadly accessible and distributed as early as possible.

Bill Gates, Co-Chair of the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation said “One thing I've learned
studying the history of pandemics is that they create a surprising dynamic when it comes to
self-interest and altruism. Pandemics are rare cases where a country’s instinct to help itself is
tightly aligned with its instinct to help others. The self-interested thing and the altruistic thing—
making sure poor nations have access to vaccines—are one and the same.”

“A number of countries, most recently the United Kingdom and Canada, are good models for
what other wealthy nations should do. They have donated enough money for COVAX, the
vaccine pillar of the ACT-Accelerator, to procure, probably, hundreds of millions of vaccine
doses for poor countries. But more will be needed and | hope wealthy nations will continue to
be generous.”

The World Bank unveiled plans this week for a significant financial commitment to support
developing countries to purchase COVID-19 vaccines as soon as they are available.

World Bank President David Malpass said that once the plans are ratified



Investing in Global Recovery

The ACT-Accelerator Investment Case illustrates the considerable economic benefits of
collectively accelerating the development and deployment of tools to rapidly reduce the risk of
severe COVID-19 disease globally. Prior to UNGA 2020, the ACT-Accelerator has
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