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INFECTION PREVENTION AND CONTROL IN HEALTH CARE SETTINGS

Infection control to limit transmission is an essential component of care in suspect/confirmed cases.
All suspect cases should be advised to wear a surgical mask to contain their respiratory secretions
prior to seeking medical attention. All UN health care workers should be reminded of WHO’s “5
Moments for Hand Hygiene” per below figure.

SINGLE ROOM

Where possible, place any suspect/confirmed COVID-19 patients in a single room with a closed door
and dedicated bathroom. In an escalating situation however, there may be lack of single
rooms/isolation facilities. Where single/isolation rooms are in short supply, and cohorting is not
possible, prioritize patients who have high-risk conditions, as well as those with excessive





https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/331492/WHO-2019-nCoV-HCF_operations-2020.1-eng.pdf
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dispose in a waste bin with a lid and wash your hands thoroughly. Anything single-use should not
be reused or sterilized.
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For a WHO summaryg


https://iris.wpro.who.int/bitstream/handle/10665.1/14482/COVID-19-022020.pdf
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/331215/WHO-2019-nCov-IPCPPE_use-2020.1-eng.pdf
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/rational-use-of-personal-protective-equipment-for-coronavirus-disease-(covid-19)-and-considerations-during-severe-shortages
https://www.who.int/publications-detail/severe-acute-respiratory-infections-treatment-centre
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required.

In order to avoid aerosol production is it not recommended to spray the body. Embalming is not
recommended to avoid excessive manipulation of the body.

Details on autopsy (if performed) and engineering and environmental controls during autopsy
are available in the WHO document referenced below.

Cleaning and disinfection procedures should be followed the same as for a room that had a live
COVID-19 patient.

For more information, see

e https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/112656/9789241507134 end.pdf?sequence=1
 https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/infection-prevention-and-control-during-health-care-when-
novel-coronavirus-(ncov)-infection-is-suspected-20200125

e https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/infection-prevention-and-control-for-the-safe-management-of-
a-dead-body-in-the-context-of-covid-19-interim-guidance for more information.

Information on ICD mortality codes for COVID-19 deaths is available here:
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