


Executive Summary

COVID-19 leaves few lives and places 
untouched. But its impact is harshest for 
those groups who were already in vulnerable 
situations before the crisis. This is 
particularly true for many people on the 
move, such as migrants in irregular 
situations, migrant workers with precarious 
livelihoods, or working in the informal 
economy, victims of trafficking in persons as 
well as people fleeing their homes because 
of persecution, war, violence, human rights 
violations or disaster, whether within their 
own countries — internally displaced persons 
(IDPs) — or across international borders — 
refugees and asylum-seekers.

The disproportionate impact of the COVID-
19 pandemic on people on the move 
presents itself as three interlocking crises, 
exacerbating existing vulnerabilities.1

•



yjq"oc{"Ὄpf"vjgougnxgu"vtcrrgf"kp"fggrn{"
fcpigtqwu"ukvwcvkqpu0"Cu{nwo/uggmgtu"oc{"
Ὄpf"vjgougnxgu"wpcdng"vq"etquu"kpvgtpc-
tional borders to seek protection and some 
tghwiggu"oc{"dg"ugpv"dcem"vq"fcpigt"cpf"
rgtugewvkqp"kp"vjgkt"eqwpvt{"qh"qtkikp0"Kp"
qvjgt"kpuvcpegu."okitcpvu"oc{"dg"hqtekdn{"
tgvwtpgf"vq"vjgkt"jqog"eqwpvtkgu"ykvj"htci-
kng"jgcnvj"u{uvgou."yjkej"ctg"knn/rtgrctgf"
vq"tgegkxg"vjgo"uchgn{."yjkng"tgvwtpkpi"KFRu"
oc{"hceg"c"ukoknct"rtgfkecogpv"kp"vjgkt"
jqog"nqecnkvkgu0"Cfkvkqpcnn{"hgct"qh"EQXKF/3;"
ku"gzcegtdcvkpi"cntgcf{"jkij"ngxgnu"qh"zgpq-
rjqdkc."tcekuo"cpf"uvkiocvk|cvkqp"cpf"jcu"
even given rise to attacks against refugees 
and migrants. In the long-run there is a risk 
vjcv"EQXKF/3;"oc{"gpvtgpej"tguvtkevkqpu"
on international movement and the cur-
tailment of rights of people on the move. 



Okitcvkqp0"Vjg{"cnuq"tgkphqteg"vjg"pqvkqp"vjcv"
pq"qpg"eqwpvt{"ecp"Ὄijv"vjg"xktwu"cnqpg"cpf"
pq"qpg"eqwpvt{"ecp"ocpcig"okitcvkqp"cnqpg0"
Dwv"vqigvjgt."yg"ecp"fq"dqvj<"eqpvckp"vjg"
virus’s spread, buffer its impact on livelihoods 
and communities and recover better.

FOUR BASIC TENETS TO ADVANCING SAFE 
AND INCLUSIVE HUMAN MOBILITY DURING 

AND IN THE AFTERMATH OF COVID-19: 

1. Gzenwukqp"ku"equvn{"kp"vjg"nqpi/twp"yjgtgcu
kpenwukqp"rc{u"qhh"hqt"gxgt{qpg0

2. The response to COVID-19 and protecting the



/en/development/desa/population/migration/publications/migrationreport/docs/InternationalMigration2019_Report.pdf
/en/development/desa/population/migration/publications/migrationreport/docs/InternationalMigration2019_Report.pdf


International Migrant Workers

Ceeqtfkpi"vq"vjg"Kpvgtpcvkqpcn"Ncdqwt"Qticpkucvkqp."inqdcnn{"vjgtg"ctg"386"oknnkqp"kpvgtpcvkqpcn"okitcpv"yqtmgtu"
ctqwpf"vjg"yqtnf0"Kp"vgtou"qh"vjg"ujctg"qh"okitcpv"yqtmgtu"kp"cnn"yqtmgtu."Ὄiwtgu"ctg"jkijguv"ҭ"cpf"jcxg"dggp"
kpetgcukpi"kp"tgegpv"{gctu"/"kp"Ctcd"Uvcvgu."Pqtvjgtp"Cogtkec."Yguvgtp"Gwtqrg."cpf"Egpvtcn"cpf"Yguvgtp"Cukc0
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Source: ILO

MIGRANT WORKERS AS PROPORTION OF ALL WORKERS,  
2013 & 2017 (PERCENTAGE)



Refugees

Vjg"inqdcn"tghwigg"rqrwncvkqp"uvqqf"cv"470;"oknnkqp"cv"vjg"gpf"qh"423:"cpf"ku"pqy"cv"vjg"jkijguv"ngxgn"gxgt"
tgeqtfgf0"Gkijv{/hqwt"rgtegpv"qh"vjg"yqtnfҲu"tghwiggu"ctg"kp"eqwpvtkgu"kp"tgikqpu"uwttqwpfkpi"vjgkt"eqwpvtkgu"
qh"qtkikp."yjkng"qpg"vjktf"*809"oknnkqp+"ctg"kp"Ngcuv"Fgxgnqrgf"Eqwpvtkgu0"Cnvqigvjgt."pkpg"qh"vjg"vqr"vgp"
tghwigg/jquvkpi"eqwpvtkgu"ygtg"kp"fgxgnqrkpi"tgikqpu"cpf":6"rgt"egpv"qh"tghwiggu"nkxgf"kp"vjgug"eqwpvtkgu0

Internally Displaced Persons

Vjg"inqdcn"pwodgt"qh"Kpvgtpcnn{"Fkurncegf"Rgtuqpu"ku"guvkocvgf"cv"720:"oknnkqp"rgtuqpu"cu"qh"vjg"gpf"qh"
423;0"6709"oknnkqp"ctg"fkurncegf"cu"c"tguwnv"qh"eqpὍkev."703"oknnkqp"cu"c"tguwnv"qh"fkucuvgtu0"Vjku"pwodgt"
has never been higher. 
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Source: Internal Displacement Monitoring Centre4

TOTAL NUMBER OF INTERNALLY DISPLACED PERSONS 

3	 UNHCR (2019), UNHCR Global Trends Report, available at: https://www.unhcr.org/dach/wp-content/uploads/sites/27/2019/06/2019-
06-07-Global-Trends-2018.pdf

4	 Internal Displacement Monitoring Centre (IDMC) (2020), Global Report on Internal Displacement (2020), available at:  
https://www.internal-displacement.org/publications/2020-global-report-on-internal-displacement

Source: UNHCR3

Migrants, Refugees and Internally Displaced 
Persons in Numbers

https://www.unhcr.org/dach/wp-content/uploads/sites/27/2019/06/2019-06-07-Global-Trends-2018.pdf
https://www.unhcr.org/dach/wp-content/uploads/sites/27/2019/06/2019-06-07-Global-Trends-2018.pdf
https://www.internal-displacement.org/publications/2020-global-report-on-internal-displacement
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1. The health and  
humanitarian impact

People on the move in vulnerable situations 
are particularly exposed to the health impact 
of COVID-19. Many live or work in crowded or 
unsanitary conditions where COVID-19 can 
easily spread. Their access to health may be 
compromised, particularly when they are 
undocumented or excluded. They also often 
lack access to other basic services – from 
housing to water and sanitation, from food to 
social services and from education to social 
protection.5  

The health risks are compounded in fragile, 
eqpὍkev/chhgevgf"cpf"jwocpkvctkcp"ugvvkpiu."
kp"yjkej"nctig"pwodgtu"qh"tghwiggu"cpf"KFRu"
nkxg"cpf"yjgtg"jgcnvj"u{uvgou"ctg"ygcm0"Yjkng"
tgegpv"tgrqtvu"qh"ecugu"kp"etqyfgf"tghwigg"cpf"
IDP camps and settlements, such as those in 
Uqwvj"Uwfcp."Dcpincfguj"cpf"Mgp{c."tgockp"
eqorctcvkxgn{"nqy."vjgtg"ctg"hgctu"vjcv"kv"yknn"tkug"
kp"yggmu"cpf"oqpvju"vq"eqog."cu"ecrcekvkgu"

https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Publications/HR-PUB-14-1_en.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Publications/HR-PUB-14-1_en.pdf
https://www.unocha.org/sites/unocha/files/GHRP-COVID19_May_Update.pdf
https://www.unocha.org/sites/unocha/files/GHRP-COVID19_May_Update.pdf
https://sfd.susana.org/about/worldwide-projects/city/122-kakuma
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Ocp{"rgqrng"qp"vjg"oqxg"cnuq"jcxg"nkokvgf"
ceeguu"vq"ycvgt."j{ikgpg"cpf"ucpkvcvkqp."ocmkpi"
kv"jctfgt"hqt"vjgo"vq"rtcevkeg"jcpfycujkpi0"
59"rgt"egpv"qh"ejknftgp"cpf"{qwpi"rgqrng"qp"
the move in the Horn of Africa do not have 
ceeguu"vq"dcuke"ucpkvct{"hceknkvkgu09 Access 
is even further restricted for some people 
qp"vjg"oqxg."uwej"cu"yqogp"cpf"iktnu."
qnfgt"rgtuqpu"cpf"vjqug"ykvj"fkucdknkvkgu0""

COMPROMISED ACCESS 
TO HEALTH SERVICES

KFRu."tghwiggu"cpf"ocp{"okitcpvu."gurgekcnn{"
those in vulnerable situations, also face barriers 
to accessing health services due to various 
factors, including their migration status, lack of 
cyctgpguu"qt"uqekcn"rtqvgevkqp."equvu."ncpiwcig."
fkucdknkv{."igpfgt"pqtou"cpf"ewnvwtcn"dcttkgtu."qt"
cu"c"tguwnv"qh"fkuetkokpcvqt{"ncyu."rqnkekgu"cpf"
rtcevkegu0"Kp"ecugu"yjgtg"pq"Ὄtgycnnu"ctg"kp"rnceg"
dgvyggp"kookitcvkqp"gphqtegogpv"cevkxkvkgu"
and health services, refugees and migrants 
yjq"ctg"kp"kttgiwnct"ukvwcvkqpu"qt"ncemkpi"rtqrgt"
fqewogpvcvkqp"oc{"dg"wpcdng"qt"wpyknnkpi"vq"
access health services, including testing, due to 
fear of detention, deportation or other penalties. 
People on the move also have limited access to 
ogpvcn"jgcnvj"cpf"ru{ejquqekcn"ugtxkegu."yjkej"
have become all the more important as the crisis 
exposes them to immense stress exacerbating 
vjgkt"cntgcf{"rtgectkqwu"eqpfkvkqpu0

https://blogs.unicef.org/evidence-for-action/children-on-the-move-in-east-africa-research-insights-to-mitigate-covid-19/
https://blogs.unicef.org/evidence-for-action/children-on-the-move-in-east-africa-research-insights-to-mitigate-covid-19/
/sites/un2.un.org/files/un_policy_brief-covid_and_mental_health_final.pdf
/sites/un2.un.org/files/un_policy_brief-covid_and_mental_health_final.pdf
/sites/un2.un.org/files/sg_policy_brief_on_persons_with_disabilities_final.pdf
/sites/un2.un.org/files/sg_policy_brief_on_persons_with_disabilities_final.pdf
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/covid-19-devastates-already-fragile-health-systems-over-6000-additional-children
https://www.wfp.org/publications/2020-global-report-food-crises
https://www.wfp.org/publications/2020-global-report-food-crises


https://www.unocha.org/sites/unocha/files/Global-Humanitarian-Response-Plan-COVID-19.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/nhs-entitlements-migrant-health-guide#main-messages
https://www.undp.org/content/dam/lebanon/docs/2020/Publications/COVID19LebanonAppeal.pdf
https://www.acnur.org/5eb5a4934.pdf
https://gh.bmj.com/content/bmjgh/3/5/e001031.full.pdf
https://gh.bmj.com/content/bmjgh/3/5/e001031.full.pdf
https://docs.wfp.org/api/documents/WFP-0000114546/download/?_ga=2.210567581.944391335.1590667476-100388348.1590667476
https://docs.wfp.org/api/documents/WFP-0000114546/download/?_ga=2.210567581.944391335.1590667476-100388348.1590667476
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2. The socio-economic impact

Necessary lockdowns, travel bans, and 
physical distancing have brought many 
economic activities around the world to a 
severe slowdown, causing a global 
recession. According to the International 
Monetary Fund, the world economy is 
expected to contract by 3 per cent in 2020. 
Even countries with extremely low infection 
rates will be severely hit by this economic 
crisis. The World Bank estimates that 
COVID-19 could push-up to 60 million people 
into extreme poverty in 2020 alone.15

Ocp{"rgqrng"qp"vjg"oqxg"vgpf"vq"jcxg"hgy."
kh"cp{."tgugtxgu"vjcv"okijv"uqhvgp"uqekq/
geqpqoke"ujqemu0"Vjg{"ctg"vjgtghqtg"coqpi"
vjg"jctfguv"jkv"d{"tgfwegf"kpeqogu."kpetgcukpi"

https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2020/05/19/world-bank-group-100-countries-get-support-in-response-to-covid-19-coronavirus
https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2020/05/19/world-bank-group-100-countries-get-support-in-response-to-covid-19-coronavirus
https://www.globalprotectioncluster.org/wp-content/uploads/Protecting-Groups-Preparedness-and-Response-to-Covid.pdf
https://www.knomad.org/sites/default/files/2020-04/Migration%20and%20Development%20Brief%2032_0.pdf


18 

https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---dgreports/---dcomm/---publ/documents/publication/wcms_652001.pdf
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---ed_protect/---protrav/---migrant/documents/publication/wcms_743268.pdf
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---ed_protect/---protrav/---migrant/documents/publication/wcms_743268.pdf
https://www.ilo.org/global/topics/labour-migration/
https://www.ilo.org/global/topics/labour-migration/


rnq{ogpv"tkumu"hcnnkpi"hwtvjgt"dgjkpf0"KNQ"guvk-
mated that, in the second quarter of 2020 alone, 
vjg"ftqr"qh"inqdcn"yqtmkpi"jqwtu"coqpi"yqtmgtu"
kp"vjg"kphqtocn"geqpqo{"yqwnf"dg"gswkxcngpv"
vq"vjg"nquu"qh"qxgt"527"oknnkqp"hwnn/vkog"lqdu023 
Kp"Nkd{c."hqt"kpuvcpeg."wpgornq{ogpv"coqpi"
okitcpvu"tqug"htqo"9"rgt"egpv"kp"Hgdtwct{"vq"46"
rgt"egpv"d{"ncvg"Crtkn"4242024

Nquu"qh"gornq{ogpv"coqpi"okitcpv"yqtmgtu"
ku"eqorqwpfgf"d{"vjg"hcev"vjcv"vjg{"ctg"
qhvgp"pqv"eqxgtgf"d{"rtqvgevkqpu"qh"uvcpfctf"
ncdqwt"ncy"qt"uqekcn"rtqvgevkqp"u{uvgou"
cpf"vjg"tkum"vjcv"nc{qhhu"eqwnf"vtkiigt"vjg"
gzrktcvkqp"qh"xkuc"qt"yqtm"rgtokvu."hqtekpi"
them into undocumented or irregular status 
or to return to their home countries.

https://www.ilo.org/global/topics/coronavirus/impacts-and-responses/WCMS_743146/lang--en/index.htm
https://www.ilo.org/global/topics/coronavirus/impacts-and-responses/WCMS_743146/lang--en/index.htm
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/46468404_The_Global_Financial_Crisis_of_2008-10_A_View_from_the_Social_Sectors


http://www.ugogentilini.net/
/sites/un2.un.org/files/policy_brief_on_covid_impact_on_women_9_apr_2020_updated.pdf
https://publications.iom.int/system/files/pdf/wmr_2020.pdf#page=232
/press/en/2020/sgsm20034.doc.htm
https://www.globalprotectioncluster.org/2020/04/09/covid19-protection-risks-responses-situation-report-no-2/
/sites/un2.un.org/files/policy_brief_on_covid_impact_on_children_16_april_2020.pdf
/sites/un2.un.org/files/policy_brief_on_covid_impact_on_children_16_april_2020.pdf
https://www.unicef.org/media/68826/file/Lost-at-home-risks-and-challenges-for-IDP-children-2020.pdf
https://www.unicef.org/media/68826/file/Lost-at-home-risks-and-challenges-for-IDP-children-2020.pdf
https://www.unicef.org/publications/files/UNICEF_Education_Uprooted.pdf


qwveqogu"yknn"yqtugp."cpf"uqog"yknn"dg"
hqtegf"vq"yqtm"vq"qhhugv"geqpqoke"uvtckpu."
rqvgpvkcnn{"ocmkpi"c"tgvwtp"vq"uejqqn"chvgt"
the public health crisis subsides even more 
fkὐewnv0"Gurgekcnn{"tghwigg"qt"KFR"iktnu"oc{"
pgxgt"tgvwtp"vq"uejqqn0"C"yjqng"igpgtcvkqp"
qh"{qwpi"rgqrng"qp"vjg"oqxg"yknn"uvtwiing"cnn"
vjg"oqtg"vq"Ὄpf"lqdu"qt"uvctv"dwukpguugu0"

Eqpukfgtkpi"EQXKF/3;Ҳu"fkurtqrqtvkqpcnn{"jkij"
oqtvcnkv{"tcvgu"coqpi"qnfgt"rgtuqpu.36 older 
rgqrng"qp"vjg"oqxg"ctg"rctvkewnctn{"xwnpgtcdng"
to the pandemic’s health impact. This is further 
gzcegtdcvgf"d{"nkokvgf"ceeguu"vq"jgcnvj"ugtxkegu."
accurate and reliable health information and 
wpucpkvct{"nkxkpi"eqpfkvkqpu."ocmkpi"vjku"urgekὌe"
group among the most exposed to the virus. 

Rgtuqpu"ykvj"fkucdknkvkgu."kpenwfkpi"vjqug"yjq"ctg"
qp"vjg"oqxg."ctg"cnuq"fkurtqrqtvkqpcvgn{"chhgevgf"
d{"vjg"jgcnvj"korcev"qh"vjg"rcpfgoke."cu"vjg{"
ctg"oqtg"uwuegrvkdng"vq"ugeqpfct{"eqpfkvkqpu"
and co-morbidities. Such impact is exacerbated 
d{"vjg"rtg/gzkuvkpi"kpgswcnkvkgu"hcegf"d{"
rgtuqpu"ykvj"fkucdknkvkgu."kpenwfkpi"jkijgt"ngxgnu"
qh"rqxgtv{"cpf"gzenwukqp"htqo"gfwecvkqp0"

/sites/un2.un.org/files/un_policy_brief_on_covid-19_and_older_persons_1_may_2020.pdf
https://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/documents/05112020_lhd_covid_issue_brief_0.pdf
/development/desa/en/news/population/remittances-matter.html
https://voxeu.org/article/perfect-storm-covid-19-emerging-economies
/development/desa/en/news/population/remittances-matter.html


eqwpvtkgu."rctvkewnctn{"cu"fktgev"hqtgkip"
kpxguvogpv"ku"gzrgevgf"vq"hcnn"d{"cp"gxgp"
larger share in 2020 than remittances.42

THE CONTRIBUTION OF PEOPLE 
ON THE MOVE TO SOCIETIES 

Vjg"ukipkὌecpv"korcev"qh"EQXKF/3;"qp"okitcpv"
yqtmgtu"cpf"tghwiggu"pqvykvjuvcpfkpi."vjg"
rcpfgoke"jcu"ujqyp"vjg"koogpug"eqpvtkdwvkqp"
vjcv"vjgug"itqwru"ocmg"vq"vjg"uqekgvkgu"vjg{"
live in. Millions of migrants and refugees are at 
vjg"htqpvnkpg"qh"vjg"tgurqpug"qt"rnc{"c"etkvkecn"
tqng"cu"guugpvkcn"yqtmgtu."kp"rctvkewnct"kp"vjg"
health sector, the formal and informal care 
geqpqo{."cpf"cnqpi"hqqf"uwrrn{"ejckpu0"Fcvc"
from over 80 WHO Member States indicate 

https://apps.who.int/nhwaportal/
https://www.who.int/publications-detail/nursing-report-2020
https://apps.who.int/nhwaportal/


ngf"vq"c"ujqtvcig"qh"ugcuqpcn"hcto"yqtmgtu"kp"
vjg"citkewnvwtg"ugevqt"kp"Pqtvj"Cogtkec."yjkej"ku"
jgcxkn{"fgrgpfgpv"qp"okitcpv"yqtmgtu0"Ukoknctn{."
in Europe, there is an estimated shortfall of up 
vq"qpg"oknnkqp"ugcuqpcn"citkewnvwtcn"yqtmgtu046 

Vjku"etkuku"vjgtghqtg"qhhgtu"cp"qrrqtvwpkv{"vq"
evaluate the positive contributions of people 
on the move to societies and the critical role 
of migration in countries of destination more 
dtqcfn{0"Hqt"eqwpvtkgu"vq"ҵtgeqxgt"dgvvgtҶ."kv"yknn"
dg"korqtvcpv"vq"gzrnqtg"hwtvjgt"jqy"vq"hceknkvcvg"
the recognition of academic and professional 
swcnkὌecvkqpu"gctpgf"cdtqcf."kpenwfg"okitcpvu"
cpf"tghwiggu"kp"uqekcn"rtqvgevkqp"u{uvgou."
cpf"hceknkvcvg"uchg."qtfgtn{"cpf"tgiwnct"
okitcvkqp"uq"vjcv"uqekgvkgu"oc{"dgpgὌv"htqo"
the full potential of migrants and refugees. 

Ukoknctn{."tgeqtf"pwodgtu"qh"KFRu"cpf"tghwiggu"
continue to live in protracted displacement.47 

The response to COVID-19 has the potential 
to strengthen efforts to end protracted 
displacement and support durable solutions, 
through economic and social integration, 
and to inclusion of displaced persons in 
pcvkqpcn"fgxgnqrogpv"rncpu0"Gctnkgt"vjku"{gct."
vjg"Ugetgvct{/Igpgtcn"ncwpejgf"c"Jkij/
Level Panel on Internal Displacement to 
dtkpi"xkukdknkv{"vq"vjg"kuuwg"cpf"vq"gncdqtcvg"
recommendations for improving the response 
and achievement of durable solutions for 
KFRu."yjkej"jcxg"dgeqog"cnn"vjg"oqtg"
pressing in light of the current pandemic.

46	  

https://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/documents/seasonal_agricultural_workers_27052020_0.pdf
https://www.unocha.org/sites/unocha/files/Breaking-the-impasse.pdf 


EXAMPLES OF GOOD PRACTICES IN ADDRESSING THE SOCIO-ECONOMIC  
FALL-OUT OF COVID-19 ON PEOPLE ON THE MOVE

https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/75767.pdf
https://www.unhcr.org/news/stories/2020/5/5ebd461d4/coronavirus-spreads-refugee-doctors-want-join-fight.html
https://www.irishtimes.com/news/health/coronavirus-refugee-and-asylum-seeker-medics-could-provide-essential-support-1.4208280#_ga=2.257208141.776710333.1591011418-1499149701.1584549333
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/2020_04_unhcr_legislative_update_on_covid-19.pdf
https://www.unhcr.org/5ea7eb134.pdf
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---ed_protect/---protrav/---migrant/documents/publication/wcms_743268.pdf
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---ed_protect/---protrav/---migrant/documents/publication/wcms_743268.pdf
http://www.euro.who.int/en/countries/turkey/news/news/2017/06/world-refugee-day-who-training-enables-syrian-doctors-and-nurses-to-provide-health-care-in-turkey


3. The human rights  
and protection impact

As a result of COVID-19 international 
mobility has been severely constrained with 
often dramatic implications for people on 
the move. In an effort to contain COVID-19’s 
spread, countries around the world have 
implemented border closures, travel 
restrictions, and lockdowns. As of 21 May 

https://migration.iom.int/reports/dtm-covid19-travel-restrictions-output-%E2%80%94-14-may-2020?close=true&covid-page=1
/sites/un2.un.org/files/un_policy_brief_on_human_rights_and_covid_23_april_2020.pdf
https://zolberginstitute.org/covid-19/
https://zolberginstitute.org/covid-19/


nkhvkpi"qh"vjg"tguvtkevkxg"ogcuwtgu."yjkng"kp"qvjgt"
eqwpvtkgu"tghwiggu"ygtg"hqtekdn{"ugpv"jqog"kp"
violation of the principle of non-refoulement. 
Kp"cffkvkqp."ceeguu"vq"cu{nwo"rtqegfwtgu"jcu"
dggp"jkpfgtgf"kp"uqog"eqwpvtkgu."yjkng"qvjgtu"
have suspended processes for providing 
refugee or other forms of protection. 

https://migrationnetwork.un.org/sites/default/files/docs/un_network_on_migration_wg_atd_policy_brief_covid-19_and_immigration_detention.pdf
https://migrationnetwork.un.org/sites/default/files/docs/un_network_on_migration_wg_atd_policy_brief_covid-19_and_immigration_detention.pdf
https://r4v.info/en/documents/download/75767
https://migrationnetwork.un.org/sites/default/files/network_statement_forced_returns_-_13_may_2020.pdf
https://www.ozy.com/around-the-world/the-coronavirus-is-driving-the-biggest-migration-in-the-americas-underground/291984/
https://www.ozy.com/around-the-world/the-coronavirus-is-driving-the-biggest-migration-in-the-americas-underground/291984/
https://www.unodc.org/documents/Advocacy-Section/HTMSS_Thematic_Brief_on_COVID-19.pdf
https://www.unodc.org/documents/Advocacy-Section/HTMSS_Thematic_Brief_on_COVID-19.pdf


THE SPECTRE OF COVID-19 
DRIVING FURTHER 
DISPLACEMENT

https://www.internal-displacement.org/expert-opinion/displaced-by-disease-5-displacement-patterns-emerging-from-the-ebola-epidemic
https://www.internal-displacement.org/expert-opinion/displaced-by-disease-5-displacement-patterns-emerging-from-the-ebola-epidemic


EXAMPLES OF GOOD PRACTICES IN ADDRESSING THE PROTECTION 
IMPACT OF COVID-19 ON PEOPLE ON THE MOVE

•	 The Portuguese"iqxgtpogpv"cppqwpegf"vjcv"cnn"okitcpvu"cpf"cu{nwo/uggmgtu"ykvj"rgpfkpi"tgukfgpeg"
crrnkecvkqpu"yknn"dg"vtgcvgf"cu"rgtocpgpv"tgukfgpvu"wpvkn"52"Lwpg"42420"Vjku"ogcuwtg"yknn"itcpv"okitcpvu"
hwnn"ceeguu"vq"rwdnke"uqekcn"ugewtkv{"u{uvgou."kpenwfkpi"jgcnvj"ectg0
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https://edition.cnn.com/2020/03/30/europe/portugal-migrants-citizenship-rights-coronavirus-intl/index.html
https://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/our_work/DMM/IBM/2020/en/covid-19iomissuebrief-immigrationconsularandvisarecommendations.pdf
http://www.inis.gov.ie/en/INIS/Pages/COVID-19-updates-and-announcements
https://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/our_work/DMM/IBM/2020/en/covid-19iomissuebrief-immigrationconsularandvisarecommendations.pdf
https://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/issue_brief_-_ibm_042020.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/guidance-implementation-eu-provisions-asylum-retur-procedures-resettlement.pdf
https://devpolicy.org/covid-19-rse-responses-challenges-and-logistics-20200415/
https://www.employment.gov.au/seasonal-worker-programme
https://www.iom.int/news/iom-panama-prepare-covid-19-response-2500-migrants-stranded-borders


4. The future of human mobility

As mobility in many parts of the world has 

https://www.who.int/ihr/publications/9789241580496/en/
https://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/documents/issue_brief_2_-_ibm_052020r.pdf
https://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/documents/issue_brief_2_-_ibm_052020r.pdf


Four basic tenets to advancing safe 
and inclusive human mobility during 
and in the aftermath of COVID-19

Cu"vjku"etkuku"wphqnfu."yg"ctg"tgokpfgf"cickp"qh"
vjg"korqtvcpeg"qh"cfftguukpi"jwocp"oqdknkv{"
kp"c"uchg"cpf"kpenwukxg"yc{"hqt"vjg"dgpgὌv"qh"
qwt"qyp"eqoowpkvkgu"cpf"geqpqokgu."cu"ygnn"



that prevent and respond to gender-based 
violence, child abuse or exploitation must 
eqpvkpwg"vq"qrgtcvg"ykvjqwv"fkutwrvkqpu0"
All children on the move must continue 
vq"jcxg"ceeguu"vq"ngctpkpi"ҭ"yjgvjgt"d{"
gzvgpfkpi"ceeguu"vq"pq"vgej."nqy"vgej"qt"
fkikvcn"uqnwvkqpu"yjkng"uejqqnu"ctg"enqugf"qt"
uchgn{"tgqrgpkpi"gfwecvkqp"ugtxkegu"cu"uqqp"
as possible. For all of us to be safe, access 
to diagnostics, treatment and vaccines 
owuv"dg"wpkxgtucnn{"ceeguukdng."ykvjqwv"
discrimination based on migration status. 

4.


