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arrangements, processes, mechanisms or entities.  This is an important element, which 

should be reflected in the draft declaration.  

 
5 We also fully support the reaffirmation that the United Nations Convention on 

the Law of the Sea sets out the legal framework within which all activities in the oceans 

and seas must be carried out.  We note that this mirrors language from the annual General 

Assembly resolution on oceans and the law of the sea, and appropriately reflects the central 

role of the Convention in the conservation and sustainable use of oceans, seas and their 

resources.  Pertinently, the Convention established a delicate balance between the need for 

economic and social development through the use of the oceans and their resources and the 

need to conserve and manage those resources in a sustainable manner. The effective 

implementation of international law, as reflected in the Convention, is therefore critical to 

the achievement of Sustainable Development Goal 14. 

 
6 We welcome the references in the zero draft to various ocean-related processes, 

which should be looked at as part of a connected whole.  In particular, we wish to underline 

the importance of the work undertaken by the intergovernmental conference on an 

international legally binding instrument under the Convention on the conservation and 

sustainable use of marine biological diversity of areas beyond national jurisdiction.  Whilst 

this conference has been postponed in light of the coronavirus situation, we should reaffirm 

our commitment to maintain its momentum, and to develop the instrument as soon as 

possible.   

 
7 We also wish to underscore the importance of capacity building, and we 

welcome the recognition in paragraph 11 of the zero draft that all developing countries, in 

particular small island developing States and least developed countries, face capacity 

challenges that need to be addressed. 
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Change.  There is an urgent need for us to formulate policies, make decisions and take 

concrete action on the basis of the best-available science.  We cannot rest on our laurels, 

nor can we afford to turn a blind eye to real and imminent 


