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1. PEACEBUILDING FUND
The Secretary-General’s Peacebuilding Fund (PBF) is the United Nations’ instrument of first resort to respond 
to violent conflict. Since the General Assembly and the Security Council established the Fund in 2005, the PBF 
has supported 62 countries recovering from or coping with violent conflict. The aim of the Fund is to support 
interventions that are of direct relevance to peacebuilding processes and address critical gaps in areas for 
which no other funding mechanisms are available. In response to the Security Council resolutions on sustaining 
peace1 and global conflict dynamics, the PBF has evolved from a post-conflict instrument to one that invests at 
all stages of conflict cycles: before, during and after conflict.2

The PBF works in the following Priority and Focus Areas:

Priority Area Focus Area

Responding to imminent threats to 
the peace process, support for the 
implementation of peace agreements and 
political dialogue

/peacebuilding/fund/
http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/population/migration/generalassembly/docs/globalcompact/A_RES_70_262.pdf
https://undocs.org/S/RES/2282(2016)
https://up-pbf-gypi-2019.cdn.prismic.io/up-pbf-gypi-2019%2F9dbd540e-4a51-4c0e-bdcb-202ab66d880f_guidance_on_sustaining%2Bpeace.170117.final.pdf
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2. BACKGROUND

Gender Promotion Initiative

Youth Promotion Initiative

Civil Society Engagement

Security Council resolution 1325 (2000) and subsequent resolutions on women, peace and security3 recognize 
women’s key role in the prevention and resolution of conflicts. The 2010 report of the Secretary-General, as 
requested by resolution 1889 (2009), contained a Seven-Point Action Plan on Gender-responsive Peacebuilding, 
which included a target of 15 per cent for UN peacebuilding allocations to be focused on gender equality and 
women’s empowerment. In response, the PBF launched its first Gender Promotion Initiative (GPI) in 2011. The 
initiative called for targeted peacebuilding projects on gender equality and women’s empowerment. The Fund 
allocated $6.4 million to the first round of GPI projects. This has continued to grow to a record $25.7 million 
allocated in 2021. Since 2011, the Fund has invested over $114 million in 96 GPI projects in over 30 countries. In 
2015, the PBF became the only UN Secretariat entity and first pooled UN fund to meet the 15 per cent target. The 
Fund has now exceeded the target for six years in a row, reaching 47 per cent across its entire portfolio in 2021. 

Since 2016, the Fund has launched the Gender Promotion Initiative (GPI) and the Youth Promotion Initiative 
(YPI) at the same time as the Gender and Youth Promotion Initiative (GYPI). While being launched together, 
the GPI and YPI are two separate initiatives with interconnected but distinct aims.

The adoption of Security Council resolution 2250 (2015) and subsequent resolutions on Youth, Peace and 
Security recognizes the important and positive contribution of youth for the maintenance and promotion 
of international peace and security. In response, the PBF launched its first Youth Promotion Initiative (YPI) in 
2016.

https://undocs.org/S/RES/1325(2000)
https://undocs.org/S/RES/1889(2009)
/peacebuilding/sites/www.un.org.peacebuilding/files/documents/seven_point_action_plan.pdf
https://undocs.org/S/RES/2250(2015)
https://undocs.org/S/RES/2250(2015)
https://undocs.org/S/RES/2419(2018)
https://undocs.org/en/S/RES/2535(2020)
/peacebuilding/sites/www.un.org.peacebuilding/files/documents/sg_report_on_peacebuilding_and_sustaining_peace.as_issued.a-72-707-s-2018-43.e.pdf
/peacebuilding/sites/www.un.org.peacebuilding/files/documents/sg_report_on_peacebuilding_and_sustaining_peace.as_issued.a-72-707-s-2018-43.e.pdf
https://www.youth4peace.info/system/files/2018-10/youth-web-english.pdf
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3. THEME OF GENDER PROMOTION INITIATIVE (GPI) 
The 

http://www.un.org/peacebuilding/
https://undocs.org/S/2021/827
/peacebuilding/content/gender-responsive-peacebuilding-2021
https://undocs.org/S/2021/827
/peacebuilding/content/gender-responsive-peacebuilding-2021
/peacebuilding/sites/www.un.org.peacebuilding/files/documents/pbf_guidance_note_on_gender_marker_scoring_2019.pdf


GENDER AND YOUTH PROMOTION INITIATIVES 2022

6

4. THEMES OF YOUTH PROMOTION INITIATIVE (YPI) 
The Peacebuilding Support Office (PBSO) announces the launch of the 2022 Youth Promotion Initiative (YPI), 
contributing directly to its 2020-2024 Strategy to promote the positive engagement of young women and men 
in peacebuilding through innovative approaches. Directly responding to challenges and gaps identified in the 
second Secretary-General on Youth Peace and Security (2022) and the Secretary-General’s 2021 report on Our 
Common Agenda, this year’s YPI focuses on:

The second report of the Secretary-General on Youth Peace and Security (2022) highlights that the mobilization 
of young people for peace, social justice, climate action and equality remains unfaltering, and critical to the 
peaceful development of societies, despite the unprecedented challenges faced by youth worldwide due 
to discrimination and closing civic space, multiple crises and their compounded effects. Young women and 
men continue to drive peace even while the impact of the pandemic has reinforced barriers and created new 
challenges for their meaningful participation in peace and security processes. Profound challenges persist, 
including regarding meaningful participation of youth in decision-making and political and peace processes, 
which remain worryingly low. Young women face particular challenges and double discrimination patterns due 
to their age and gender. Much remains to be done to ensure political participation of youth at national level 
as well as subnational level. Youth political participation is a key component of the YPS agenda, as noted in 
the upcoming UNDP guidance note on Fostering Youth-Inclusive Political Processes. The Secretary-General’s 
2021 report on Our Common Agenda

http://www.un.org/peacebuilding/
/peacebuilding/sites/www.un.org.peacebuilding/files/documents/pbf_strategy_2020-2024_final.pdf
https://www.youth4peace.info/second_SGreport_YPS?msclkid=a3867d30b12611ec9fbaca4b11cab8fc
/en/un75/common-agenda
/en/un75/common-agenda
https://www.youth4peace.info/second_SGreport_YPS?msclkid=a3867d30b12611ec9fbaca4b11cab8fc
/en/un75/common-agenda
/en/un75/common-agenda
/en/un75/common-agenda
https://www.unfpa.org/youth-peace-security
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The YPI is seeking proposals focused on either of the two themes or focused on a mix of both. The YPI 
requires proposals to be both age- and gender sensitive in their approach, and to consider gendered 
causes and implications of conflict and violence. All YPI proposals need to meet at least the criteria for 
the PBF Gender Marker 2. Age is one axis of exclusion and the YPI encourages proposals to take an 
inclusive and intersectional approach, including by recognizing multiple forms of oppression, violence 
and discrimination, but also privileges, an individual can face due to compounded identities.

As in previous years, all projects are required to allocate at least 40 per cent of the requested grant to 
national or local civil society partners, in particular youth-led organizations. The YPI will give preference 
to joint UN-CSO projects, projects implemented by national CSOs, and projects that demonstrate strong 
partnership with youth-led organizations. To reach smaller and informal organizations, innovative 

https://www.youth4peace.info/second_SGreport_YPS?msclkid=a3867d30b12611ec9fbaca4b11cab8fc
/youthenvoy/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Global-Report-on-Protecting.-Young-People-in-Civic-Space.pdf
/youthenvoy/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Global-Report-on-Protecting.-Young-People-in-Civic-Space.pdf
https://www.youth4peace.info/second_SGreport_YPS?msclkid=a3867d30b12611ec9fbaca4b11cab8fc
https://www.youth4peace.info/second_SGreport_YPS?msclkid=a3867d30b12611ec9fbaca4b11cab8fc
/peacebuilding/sites/www.un.org.peacebuilding/files/documents/2020_sg_call_to_action_for_hr_the_highest_aspiration.pdf?msclkid=5f0c9889a57911ec803fe5effea59b44
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CSOs

In order to be declared eligible for the GYPI, CSOs must be assessed as technically, financially and legally 
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Review Criteria
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/peacebuilding/content/gypi-en
/peacebuilding/content/guides-and-resources
/peacebuilding/content/gypi-en
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Guidance for Online Application

Applicants must register at  https://www.un.org/peacebuilding/content/gypi-en to start the online application 
process. For joint UN projects, the convening UN entity should register and submit on behalf of project partners 
after having received the endorsement of the RC/DSRSG/SRSG. For joint UN-CSO projects, the convening UN 
entity should also register and submit on behalf of project partners after having received the endorsement 
of the RC/DSRSG/SRSG

/peacebuilding/content/gypi-en
/peacebuilding/content/gypi-en


.





	▶ PBF website

	▶ GYPI website including resources and previous webinars

	▶ PBF Guidelines on PBF funds application and programming (PBSO, 2019)

	▶ PBF Guidance Note on Youth and Peacebuilding (PBSO, 2019)

	▶ PBF Guidance Note on Gender Marker Scoring (PBSO, 2019)

	▶ Guidance on Sustaining Peace (PBSO, 2017)

	▶ UN Guidelines for Community Engagement on Peacebuilding and Sustaining Peace (UN, 2020)

	▶ Youth, Peace and Security: A Programming Handbook (UNFPA, UNDP, DPPA/PBSO, FBA 2021)

	▶

/peacebuilding/fund/
https://www.pbfgypi.org/
/peacebuilding/content/peacebuilding-fund-pbf-guidelines-pbf-funds-application-and-programming-2018-english
/peacebuilding/sites/www.un.org.peacebuilding/files/documents/pbf_guidance_note_on_youth_and_peacebuilding_2019.pdf
/peacebuilding/sites/www.un.org.peacebuilding/files/documents/pbf_guidance_note_on_gender_marker_scoring_2019.pdf
https://up-pbf-gypi-2019.cdn.prismic.io/up-pbf-gypi-2019%2F9dbd540e-4a51-4c0e-bdcb-202ab66d880f_guidance_on_sustaining%2Bpeace.170117.final.pdf
/peacebuilding/content/un-community-engagement-guidelines-peacebuilding-and-sustaining-peace
https://www.youth4peace.info/YPShandbook
https://www.pathwaysforpeace.org/
https://www.youth4peace.info/system/files/2018-10/youth-web-english.pdf
http://wps.unwomen.org/pdf/en/GlobalStudy_EN_Web.pdf
/sg/sites/www.un.org.sg/files/atoms/files/The_Highest_Asperation_A_Call_To_Action_For_Human_Right_English.pdf
http://www.unwomen.org/en/digital-library/publications/2012/10/un-women-sourcebook-on-women-peace-and-security
https://www.youth4peace.info/system/files/2016-10/Guiding Principles on Young People%E2%80%99s Participation in Peacebuilding_1.pdf
https://www.youth4peace.info/system/files/2016-10/PRACTICE NOTE - Young People%27s Participation in Peacebuilding %282016%29.pdf
http://www.unwomen.org/en/digital-library/publications/2018/4/young-women-in-peace-and-security
http://www.unwomen.org/en/digital-library/publications/2018/12/series-on-inclusive-peace-processes#view
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8. ANNEXES

Concept note template for UNCT applications

Concept note templates for drafting can be found on the GYPI website.

Information to be pro7(vided)]TJ
41�6527Word 
LimitRegistration

/peacebuilding/content/guides-and-resources
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Project Title

Requested grant amount for the project Min. USD 800,000 
Max. USD 2,000,000

Total project duration in months The max. duration of projects is 24 months. 

Which PBF focus area best summarizes the aim of the project? Please specify the PBF focus area which best summarizes the aim of the 
project.

Please list implementing partners on the ground: name of organization and type 
of organization (Government, CSO, UN, other)

Implementing partners can be Government, CSOs, UN and others that do not 
receive direct funds from PBF but who will be essential for the design, planning 
and implementation of the project. Implementing partners may receive grants 
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Cover letter from the RC/(D)SRSG addressed to the ASG for Peacebuilding 
Support, Ms. Elizabeth Spehar 

If one of the recipients is a CSO, cover letter from the Head of CSO addressed to 
the Assistant Secretary-General for Peacebuilding Support, Ms. Elizabeth Spehar

IF JOINT UN-CSO PROPOSAL: Please also submit all the required eligibility 
documents for the CSO recipient.

If one of the recipient organizations is a CSO, currently valid registration as a non-
profit in the project country.

If one of the recipient organizations is a CSO and the organisation has gone 
through a HACT micro-assessment in the project country since March 2021, please 
submit the outcome of the assessment.

If one of the recipient organizations is a CSO, UN reference or donor reference, 
attesting to satisfactory financial and programmatic management of a grant in 
the last three years.

Concept note template for CSO applications

Concept note templates for drafting can be found on the GYPI website.

Information to be provided Explanation / requirement Word 

/peacebuilding/content/guides-and-resources
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Is the organization formally registered in the project country? PBF can only fund CSOs that are formally registered in the project country.
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Project title

Requested grant amount for the project Min. USD 300,000
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Explain the process of identifying national or local civil society partners, a brief 
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