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Mr. Chairperson, Your Excellencies,

The delegation of the Republic of Zambia wishes to begin by thanking the Government
of the Republic of Malawi and the United Nations Office of the High Representative on
Least Developed Countries, Landlocked Developed Countries and Small Island States
and other partners for finally being able to convene this meeting that was originally
scheduled to be held in March 2020.

It is gratifying to note that there is still momentum on the programme for LDCs. The
African region, indeed, remains resolute in its agenda to forge ahead and attain the

aspirati



progress, though slower than recorded in the previous programme of action where

6.6 percent of LDCs graduated.

There is need to accelerate development efforts so that more LDCs can record
progress. As a group, a number of areas still require our concerted effort. These
include persistent poverty among the 13 percent of the global population that reside
in our communities; little progress with regard to structural transformation; modest
progress in education and skills development; and less than desirable improvements
in health indictors such as maternal mortality. Further, performance has been

exacerbated by factors such as droughts and the COVID 19 pandemic.

Your Excellencies,

In the case of Zambia, as the implementation of the Istanbul Programme of Action

comes to an end, the country has made progress with notable achievements.

The country undertook investment in infrastructure development in the social and
economic sectors. Electricity generation increased by about 70 percent from 1,767
Megawatts (MW) in 2011 to 3,000 MW in 2020, contributing to improved access to
electricity. Investment in the communications sector resulted in improved mobile

subscriptions from 11.6 million in 2011 to 15.8 million in 2018. |



631 to 1,288. This has contributed to improvement in literacy levels for persons aged

15 and above from 83 percent in 2010 to 87 percent in 2018.

To increase quality and bring healthcare services closer to the people, over 500 health
facilities were constructed during the review period. This contributed to the reduction
in overall maternal mortality ratio from 398 to 278 deaths for every 100,000 live births
between 2014 and 2018. Under-five mortality rate also reduced from 75 per 1,000 live
births in 2014 to 61 per 1,000 live births in 2018. Reductions were also recorded in

stunting, wasting and underweight children under the age of



sector to grow. It is the private sector that will undertake most of the economic
activities that will contribute to the desired growth, including the most sought-
after jobs for the population.

(e) Good governance is indispensable not only for internal and international
credibility, but also in providing a sound base for delivery of development
results; and

(f) Development and growth are not real unless



