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This text is unofficial and based on General Assembly resolutions. 

Only relevant resolutions of the General Assembly in the respective official languages reflect 

the law. 
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Adopted at the First Plenary Meeting of Judges in New York. 

Approved by the General Assembly in resolution 64/119 of 16 December 2009. 

Amended by the General Assembly in resolution 77/260 of 30 December 2022. 
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Article 1 Election of the President 

1. The Dispute Tribunal shall elect a President from among the full-time judges, for a 

renewable term of one year, to direct the work of the Tribunal and of the Registries, in 

accordance with the statute of the Dispute Tribunal. 

2. Until otherwise decided by the Dispute Tribunal: 

(a) The election shall occur at a plenary meeting every year and the President shall 

take up his or her duties upon election; 

(b) The retiring President shall remain in office until his or her successor is elected; 

(c) If the President should cease to be a judge of the Dispute Tribunal, should resign 

his or her office before the expiration of the normal term or is unable to act, an election 

shall be held for the purpose of appointing a successor for the unexpired portion of the 
term; 

(d) Elections shall be by majority vote. Any judge who cannot attend for that 

purpose is entitled to vote by correspondence. 

Article 2 Plenary meeting 

1. The Dispute Tribunal shall normally hold a plenary me
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Article 8 Applications 

1. An application may be submitted on an application form to be prescribed by the 

Registrar. 

2. The application should include the following information: 

(a) The applicant’s full name, date of birth and nationality; 

(b) The applicant’s employment status (including United Nations index number and 

department, office, and section) or relationship to the staff member if the applicant is 
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2. After ascertaining that the requirements of the present article have been complied with, 

the Registrar shall transmit a copy of the response to the applicant and to any other party a 

judge considers appropriate. If the formal requirements of the article are not fulfilled, the 

Registrar may require the respondent to comply with th
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3. A party wishing to submit evidence that is in the possession of the opposing party or 

of any other entity may, in the initial application or at any stage of the proceedings, request 

the Dispute Tribunal to order the production of the evidence. 

4. The Dispute Tribunal may, at the request of either party, impose measures to preserve 

the confidentiality of evidence, where warranted by security interests or other exceptional 

circumstances. 

5. The Dispute Tribunal may exclude evidence which it considers irrelevant, frivolous, 
or lacking in probative value. The Dispute Tribunal may also limit oral testimony as it deems 

appropriate. 

Article 19 Case management (amended on 30 December 2022) 

1. The Dispute Tribunal may at any time, either on an application of a party or on its own 

initiative, issue any order or give any direction which appears to a judge to be appropriate 

for the fair and expeditious disposal of the case and to do justice to the parties. 

2. The Tribunal shall undertake a judicial action within 90 days from the date when the 

complete application was filed. 

Article 20 Remand of case for the institution or correction of the required procedure 

Prior to a determination of the merits of a case, should the Dispute Tribunal find that 
a relevant procedure prescribed in the Staff Regulations and Rules or applicable 

administrative issuances has not been observed, the Tribunal may, with the concurrence of 

the Secretary-General, remand the case for the institution or correction of the required 

procedure, which, in any case, should not take longer than three months. In such cases, the 
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Article 28 Recusal 

1. A judge of the Dispute Tribunal who has or appears to have a conflict of interest as 

defined in article 27 of the rules of procedure shall recuse himself or herself from the case 

and shall so inform the President. 

2. A party may make a reasoned request for the recusal of a judge on the grounds of a 

conflict of interest to the President of the Dispute T
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2. Once a judgem 
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Article 38 Entry into force 

1. The rules of procedure shall enter into force on the first day of the month following 

their approval by the General Assembly. 

2. The rules of procedure shall operate provisionally from the date of their adoption by 

the Dispute Tribunal until their entry into force. 


