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Thank you, Mr./Madam Chair,
Madam Deputy Secretary General, Your Excellencies,

| have the honour to speak drehalf ofCanada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, France, Germany,
Indonesia, Luxembourg, Portugal, Sierra Leone, Sweden, Switzerland, the Uniteda®thtay; own
countrythe Kingdom of the Netherland$Verepresentthe Justice Action Coalitiora
multistakeholdercoalition ofcountriesand partner organizations championing equal access to justice
for allas part of SDG16

At this annualcommittee conversation about the rule of lawye wish to highlight three points:

1. The Secetary-General new Vision for theRule of Law and Guidance Note ofransitionaldustice
These guiding documentsderlinethat justice systemsnustput people at thecenter, addressng
their needs and deliveng fair outcomes for them

2. Theneed to invest innnovation and leverage technology ¢bfectivelyensure accessibility,
inclusivity,responsiveness and accountabilityadvanceequal access to justice for all

3. The importance otrossregional and crossectoral partnerships to achieve progress and close the
justice gap.

Mr/Mme Chair,

To our first point: Weake note with appreciationo§Z ~ & $§ & C new V(&Eomfpthe Rule of
Law which commits the Organisation to reinfoe the centrality of the rule of law in all its activities
Thisis fundamental to lasting peacthe fulfilment of human righteind sustainable development.

We are patrticularly pleased to see the clasggnment of the BcretaryGenerak newVision withthe
principles of peoplecentered justice These have beearticulatedfor instancein the The Hague
Declaration on Equal Access to Justice by 2b&Dhas been endorsed by over 60 countriEsr
example, the new UN Visiatatesthat the “*ule of law is peopleentred_andthisimplies that laws
and justice institutions are accessible to every person;fusedly, nondiscriminatory, fair, and



https://www.justice.sdg16.plus/justice-action-coalition
https://cic.nyu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/Declaration-on-Equal-Access-to-Justice-for-All-by-2030-February-2019.pdf
https://cic.nyu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/Declaration-on-Equal-Access-to-Justice-for-All-by-2030-February-2019.pdf
https://www.sdg16.plus/resources/justice-for-all-flagship-report/

Furthermore, we commend the new Vision for its emphasis on the ralleeafule of law in advancing
gender equality, as well as recognising all differgakeholders within and beyond the UN whose
enhanced engagement is essential in realising this viSimis. multistakeholder approach is also an

important feature of



We strongly believe thatve cannot address poverty, inequalities, the impact of climate change and
root causes of conflict and violence without peojglentered justiceWetherefore call on all states to
redoubletheir efforts and work closely with each othampn-state actors and the United Nations,
implement the vision for rule of law andakeequal access to justice for all a reality

Thank you.



