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Mr. Chairman,

| have the honor to speak on behalf of the Thirty-Three members of the Community of Latin
American and Caribbean States (CELAC).

The member States of CELAC, since their inception as independent States, have declared
International Law as the guiding principle of international relations and are bound by it in their
relations with States and other subjects of international law.

Additionally, the Latin American and Caribbean States have continuously participated and
contributed to the progressive development of international law, as well as to the establishment
and operation of numerous organizations dealing with international law, to strengthen international
peace and security and to promote friendly relations and cooperation among States.

CELAC considers that the knowledge and understanding of what is contained within the
substantive rules of International Law constitute a necessary premise for its fulfillment and is of
the utmost importance for this organization, whose principles and purposes are based on respect
for International Law. To this end, CELAC Member States consider it important to strengthen the
teaching, study and dissemination of International Law and all actions that the United Nations
System can carries out in this field.

We thank the Secretary-General for his valuable report, which describes the activities carried out
in the implementation of the United Nations Program on Assistance in Teaching, Study,
Dissemination and Wider Appreciation of International Law in 2022, as well as the guidelines and
recommendations for the implementation of the program of assistance for the biennium 2023-2024
Assistance Program and the related administrative and financial implications.

Mr. Chairman,

Among the several elements contained within the Report, we consider it pertinent to highlight the
following:

Firstly, Scholarships and courses — including the International Law Fellowship Programme that
allows participants to attend the renowned summer courses at The Hague Academy of International
Law, have a multiplier effect on the student and professional community. Over the decades,
generations of diplomats and professionals from various States have reaped invaluable benefits as
a result of the lessons offered by prominent experts in the wide range of topics on the international



legal agenda.

We note that, for countries like ours, regional courses are seen to be highly effective platforms for
the teaching and dissemination of International Law. In this regard, we request that, in the regular
budget for 2023-2024, the necessary financial resources should be allocated to the program to
enable it to carry out the three regional courses.

In particular, CELAC welcomes the fact that the regional course on international law for Latin
America and the Caribbean was held in May



Law Scholarship Program; the United Nations Regional Courses in International Law for Africa,
Asia and the Pacific and Latin America and the Caribbean; the United Nations Audiovisual Library
for International Law; and the Hamilton Shirley Amerasinghe Memorial on the Law of the Sea, in
the event that voluntary contributions were insufficient, it shall be used to one scholarship per year.

Thank you.



