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Malta Statement delivered byH.E. Mrs. Vanessa FrazieAmbassador
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary, Permanent Representative

| thank you Chair,

We sstudied the Report of the International Law Commission on the work of
its seventy-third and seventy-fourth sessions paying close attention to
Chapter VIII included in Cluster bf the 2023 ILC Report namely 0 *l¢vel
"cof <o "EZf—<'e —' <e—1"We-thank ZheZlfitBtr@ational Law
Commission, andn particular the open-ended Study Group on thedpic,
for the reconfirmed dedication to further advance irdepth consideration
of the legal implications ofthe phenomeron. We find the report rich and
well-articulated in its legal reasoning and we would like to share the

following considerations:

Sealevel rise has a direct impact onpeople and communities across the
globe, constituting a threat to international peace andsecurity. On 14h of
February of this yeara —e1t3” fZ—fi+ of the<Seturity Councilan
open debate was held entitted 0 #*lfevel Rise Implications for
e—fref—<'efZ Ff..%I fManydelegationsedhoed the need for

legal certainty,for policy development andfor burden sharing totackle the
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in the Face of Climate ChangRelated Sed_evel Risetas endorsed by the

Pacific Islands Forum in 2021, particularly in relation to maritime zones,

which, as established and notified to the Secretar(general in accordance
with UNCLQOS, shall continue to apply without reduction.

We share the view thatwhile aterritory constitutes a prerequisite for the

establishment of a statesovereigntyrefers to the whole territory under the
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International Law Commission on the topic oBSealevel rise in relation to

international law.

| thank you.



