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Committee discussionen this topiclast year,particularly on the meaning of
SLQWULQVLF DQG RQ WKH DSSOLFDWLRQ RI WKH PH'

4 However, we note two difficulties with draft conclusion 7 and its
commentary in their current formulatiofirst RQ WKH WHUP SLQWULQVLF
the commentaryL W LV VWLOO QRW FOHDU WR XV ZKDW LW
DQG 3UHJXODWH" WKH SEDVLF IHDWXUHV™ Rl WKH LC
HIDPSOHV FLWHG LQ WKH FRPPHQWDU\ VXFK DV WK}
provide some insigh



7 My delegation commends the extensive efforts of theCGairs in
identifying and elaborating on the eghnt legal issues in the additional paper. In
relation to the legal stability of baselines and maritime zones, Singapore agrees with
the preliminary observation of the @hairs that there is no obligation under the
United Nations Convention on the Lawtbhé SealNCLOY) to keep baselines and
outer limits of maritime zones under review nor to update charts or lists of
geographical coordinates once deposited with the Seci@mmgral of the United
Nations. That said, Singapore wishes to emphasise that necessary precondition
that such baselines and outer limits of maritime zones are, in the first place, strictly
in accordance witltUNCLOS. The result is that for small and vulnerable {igimg

States facing existential threats due to climate chardjeced sedevel rise, such
maritime zonesand the rights and entitlements that flow from thean continue

to apply without reduction.

8 With respect to agreed and adjudicated maritime boundaries, Singapore
agrees with the preliminary observation of the-Chairs that maritime boundary
delimitation treaties and the decisions of international courts or tribunals should not
be easily reopened in the interest of promoting the stability afd respect for
existing boundaries.

9 Singapore also agrees witlretCe &  KDLUVY HPSKDVLV RQ WK
of equity to the interpretation and applicatiotUMCLOS, especially in considering

the impact of climate changeduced sea level rise on small island developing
States. For vulnerable small, ldwing States facig existential threats due to
climate changeénduced sea level rise, the balance of equities uddCLOS

clearly and indisputably weighs in favour of the preservation of existing maritime
zones and entitlements. As for other contexts, we encourage fsitidgron how

the principle of equity should apply vasvis the implications of climate change
induced sea level rise, so as to ensure the appropriate balance of rights and
obligations undetJNCLOS, including the extent to which the interests of third
Staes and the freedom of navigation are engaged.

10 Finally, with respect to historic waters, title and rights, Singapore
appreciates the efforts of the ©airs in examining the doctrinal basis for the
application of such principles by way of analogglicmate changénduced sedevel

rise. However, we note that State practice in relation to historic waters, title and
ULJKWV LV OLPLWHG DQG ORRN IRUZDUG WR WKH 6W
ahead of the final substantive report on this togi6é, H&vel rise in relation to
LQWHUQDWI2B23.DO ODZ"






