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Mr. Chalr,

Distinguished Delegates,

Before | proceed with my remarks, | should like to thank you Mr.
Chair, along with the Bureau,and the delegations of Liechtenstein and
Mexico for their leadership in facilitating the annual debate and

resolution on the rule of law.
Distinguished Delegates,

If there is one overarching principle that the United Nations must
promote, it is the rule of law. It was endorsed in SDG Goal 16 and as the

backdrop to all other goals.

Our work cannot stop, nor slow down, until accountability to the

law is ensured by all;
« until there is full respect for human rights norms and standards ;

e until governance guarantees the supremacy of the law,
separation of powers, participation in decision -making, independence

of judiciary, and transparency;






access to justice for all and advance transitional justice mechanisms

through gender-sensitive and survivor-centered approaches.

The Report of the SecretaryGeneral highlights examples of

concrete assistance that the Organization has provided to these efforts.

Some of the assistance and capacity-building efforts that the
United Nations provides have immediate, visible impact; some are long-
term projects whose potential is yet to be realized. All are genuine
collaborations at the request of Member States and wit h respect for

local customs and national ownership.

At the international level, the Report updates on the continued
activity to further international law, documenting the work of the
International Law Commission, and indicating developments regarding
multilateral agreements deposited with the Secretary-General. The
United Nations continued to provide capacity-building assistance in

relation to international instruments, norms, standards and rules. The
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global community must commit to effective multilateralism to ensure

a better future.

In Our Common Agenda,the Secretary-General set out practical
initiatives to accelerate the achievement of the Sustainable
Development Goals andbring about a meaningful change in the lives of

people we serve.

To help mend the social contract and rebuild trust , the Secretary-
Generalannounced in Our Common Agendaa new vision for the rule of
law, seeking to redouble the commitment of the United Nations in
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After months of inter-disciplinary and inter-stakeholder
consultations, and informed by Member States through consultations
on Our Common Agenda,the new vision is being developed to reinforce
the centrality of the rule of law to all United Nations activities, and call
upon the entire system to strategically integrate rule of law principles

as we work together to achieve the SDGs.

The new vision bolsters interlinkages between the rule of law and
peace, development, human rights and international law; and promotes
people-centric, data-based, gendersensitive, and forward-looking
approaches. The new vision does not seek to redefine terms and is

firmly grounded on agreed documents, including the landmark 2012
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