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respond to disasters rests with the affected state, and that any external assistance in 

this regard shall be presented upon request or acquiesce, while fully upholding the 

principle of sovereignty of states. 

Madam Chair,  

 On substance, my delegation is of the view that more emphasis ought to be given 

to man-made disasters, referred to in the preambular paragraphs of the draft articles, 

particularly in the context of risk reduction, as reflected in Article 9 of the draft articles. 

As has been manifested most recently, and throughout history, man-made disasters can 

have more dire and severe impacts than natural disasters. It is incumbent upon all 

Member States to ensure that they take all appropriate measures to anticipate, prevent, 

and mitigate man-made disasters, including transboundary impacts arising from 

megaprojects. This inevitably includes close collaboration and joint, rather than 

unilateral, actions to govern megaprojects starting from the planning phase, through 

operation, and all the way to devising preventive measures to avoid and mitigate the 

consequences of any shortcomings. 


