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categories as reported by National Statistical Offices or as obtained from official census publications and
other data-generating agencies.

Possible sources of error and accurate categorisation in the data on marital status include inaccurate
responses to questions on marital status and age. In some cases, individuals self-describe as married or



status categories is equal to 100 per cent*, except when confidential data on partnership status are
excluded or totals do not add up to the sum of the respective components because of rounding. When the
sum of the percentages in all marital status categories is not equal to 100, it is indicated in a note.

The SMAM is calculated using the proportion of persons that are single or "never married” in each
age group. Several assumptions are made in calculating the SMAM. It is assumed that if the proportions
single have been fairly constant over time, i.e., among successive cohorts, the proportions of single
persons recorded for successive ages at a census or survey for a given year (data point) may approximate
the experiences of a single cohort passing through life with no deaths or migration among persons of
marriageable age. The proportions single by age for a given data point are taken to represent the
experience of a hypothetical cohort and used to
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In the case of DHS data, as available, two values are presented from the same survey: 1) The survey
raw data (data as they were collected, without any structural changes). 2) Survey data made available via
STATcompiler, a Web-based tool provided by DHS that allows users to build customized tables for DHS
countries based on hundreds of indicators. The original country raw data is converted into a standardized
format allowing easy comparison among countries or different DHS phases in the same country. The values
from both sources may differ slightly due to the conversion of the raw data into the standardized format
provided by the STATcompiler.

The Population Division is grateful to the Institut National d’Etudes Démographiques (INED) and the
United States Census Bureau, that provided tabulations from sources that were not available from the
repository of demographic data and census and survey reports collected by the Population Division and
Statistics Division.
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