Statement



Mr. Chairman,

Our delegation extends heartiest congratulations to you on your election to

the chair of the 46th Session of the Commission. The theme for this session

Is both relevant and timely



1960, Jamaicans have been migrating mainly to the United States and

Canada. Other notable streams are to countries within the Caribbean,

Africa and Europe.

Mr. Chairman



Mr. Chairman

In the 1940s internal migration became a notable feature of the
demographic landscape of Jamaica. By the 1960s, approximately 33.6 per
cent of the population resided in urban centres. Between 1960 and 1982,
internal migration intensified and was characterized by movements mainly
towards the capital city, Kingston Metropolitan Area. During that period
urbanization increased to about 47.8 per cent of the population. Between

1982 and the presde






To give you an idea of how comprehensive our approach has been, we have
formulated principles, objectives, policy goals and broad strategic actions
as well as an implementation plan relating to the following: Diaspora and
development; labour mobility and development; remittances and
development; governance and policy coherence; family, migration and
development; return, integration and re-integration; human rights and

social protection; and data, research and information systems.

In developing the policy, extensive consultations were conducted with
stakeholders across the island as well as with specialized technical and
interest groups. The process was coordinated by a multi-sectoral working
group with membership drawn from the government, private sector, non-

government organizatiorts






mainstreaming migration into their national development strategies,

policies, plans and programmes.

Thank you.



