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Adriana Abdenur 
Brazil 
Brazilian policy expert and Executive Director of Plataforma CIPÓ, an independent, women-led 
research institute dedicated to issues of climate, governance and peace in Latin America and 
the Caribbean and across the Global South. She is a Policy Fellow at the United Nations 
University's Center for Policy Research (UNU-CPR) for the year 2021, working on innovations in 
global governance around the issue of forests, and an Adjunct Lecturer in International Affairs 
at Sciences-



Dialogue (CPD), and Senior Research Fellow at the Bangladesh Institute of Development Studies 
(BIDS). Senior Fulbright Fellow at the Centre for Global Development (CGD), Washington, D.C. 
Held a number of visiting positions including in UN-INTECH (Maastricht), University of 
Manchester and the Institute of Developing Economics (IDE) (Tokyo) and was an Associate 
Fellow at the Asia Society, New York. Holds an MSc (Economics) with distinction and PhD 
(Economics) from the Plekhanov Institute of National Economy, Moscow. He undertook his 
post-doctoral research at Queen Elizabeth House, in Oxford.  
 

Sofia Borges 
Timor-Leste 
UN Foundation’s Senior Vice President and Head of the New York Office. Prior to joining the UN 
Foundation, she held the position of Deputy Chef de Cabinet to the President of the seventy-
second session of the United Nations General Assembly and served in the Cabinet of the 
President of the seventy-first session of the United Nations General Assembly as Special 
Adviser on Strategic Engagement and Transparency. She also held various positions at the 
Permanent Mission of Timor-Leste to the United Nations, including six years as Ambassador 
and Permanent Representative. She represented Timor-Leste through a critical peacekeeping to  
peacebuilding period, including its removal from the agenda of the United Nations Security 
Council. She holds degrees in Anthropology, Political Science, and Law from the Australian 
National University, Canberra, and Northern Territory University, Darwin. 
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Sakiko Fukuda-Parr  
Japan 
Professor of International Affairs, the New School. Development economist specializing in 
human development, human rights and the political economy of development. Her co-authored 
book “Fulfilling Social and Economic Rights” (with T. Lawson-Remer and S. Randolph) received 
the Grawemeyer Prize for Changing World Order in Human Rights Scholarship from the 
American Political Science Association. Other recent publications include: “Millennium 
Development Goals: Ideas, Interests, Influence” (2017); “Human Rights and the Capability 
Approach: An Interdisciplinary Conversation” (ed. with P. Vizard and D. Elson). She served on the 
Secretary-General’s High-Level Panel on Access to Medicines and Innovation and the Lancet 
Commission on Global Governance for Health. She was lead author and Director, UNDP Human 
Development Reports, from 1995 to 2004.  
 

Ahmed Galal 
Egypt  
Former Minister of Finance in Egypt (2013-2014). He currently chairs the Board of Trustees of 
the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) Health Policy Forum and is an active board member of 
several local, regional and international non-governmental organizations (NGOs). Until 
December 2016, he was 4rT
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Trudi Hartzenberg  
South Africa 
Executive Director the Trade Law Centre (TRALAC), which focuses on building policy and 
institutional capacity in Africa to enhance trade policy and governance. She is an economist 
working in the areas of trade and industrial policy, regional integration, competition policy and 
investment. Taught economics at the University of Natal in South Africa, and at the University of 
Cape Town. She has published in the areas of international trade, regional integration, 
investment, industrial policy and competition law and policy, and small business development, 
and has worked as a consultant with regional and multilateral institutions such as the 
International Monetary Fund, World Bank, African Development Bank, World Trade Organization, 
SADC, SACU and the Africa Economic Research Consortium. She has worked extensively with 
governments in the field of competition law and policy and as a consultant to law firms and 
private companies. She has been engaged to conduct a ten and fifteen-year review of South 
Africa’s competition policy. She holds a Master’s in Economics from the University of Natal, 
South Africa. She currently serves on the World Trade Organization Chairs Advisory Board.  
 

Anne-Laure Kiechel 
France 
Founder of Global Head of Global Sovereign Advisory (GSA), an independent entity providing 
holistic advice to States and State-owned enterprises on public policy and financial matters. 
GSA currently advises more than twenty countries around the world on strategic matters 
including macro-fiscal framework/policy mix, economic strategy, public sector perimeter and 



Amina Mama  
Nigeria 
Chair of the Department of Gender and Women Studies at the University of California, Davis, 



creative industries, tourism, migration and diasporas, gender and economic restructuring, 
climate action and sustainable development. 
 

José Antonio Ocampo Gaviria  
Colombia 
Professor at the School of International and Public Affairs and director of the Economic and 
Political Development Concentration. He is also co-President of the Initiative for Policy Dialogue 
and Member of the Committee on Global Thought at Columbia University. He has occupied 
numerous positions at the United Nations and in his native Colombia, including United Nations 
Under-Secretary-General for Economic and Social Affairs, Executive Secretary of the United 
Nations Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC), Minister of 
Finance, Minister of Agriculture and Director of the National Planning Office of Colombia, as 
well as Member of the Board of Banco de la República, Colombia’s central bank. In 2015–2016, 
he was also the head of Colombia’s Rural Development Commission. He has received 
numerous academic distinctions, including the 2012 Jaume Vicens Vives award of the Spanish 



the Capital Markets and Financial Studies Division of the Research Department. She has 
published widely in the areas of macroeconomic policy, international economics and financial 
markets in a large number of academic and other journals. She holds a PhD in Economics from 
the University of Western Ontario. 
 

Taffere Tesfachew  
Ethiopia 
Senior Advisor to the Tony Blair Institute for Global Change (TBI). He is a former Director of the 
Division for Africa, Least Developed Countries (LDCs) and Special Programmes at the United 
Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD). In this capacity, he managed the 
work of UNCTAD on Africa and least developed countries (LDCs) and was responsible for 
preparation of two major annual reports published by UNCTAD, namely, the Economic 
Development in Africa Report and the Least Developed Countries Report. He has over 30 years 
of work experience in national and international development issues, particularly trade and 
development and the related areas of investment, industrial policy, technology, enterprise 
development and regional integration. He holds a BA and MA degree in Economics from the 
University of Lancaster, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, and an MPhil and 
a PhD in Economics from the Institute of Development Studies, 



Natalya Volchkova  
Russian Federation 


