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Contribution of the Northwest Atlantic Fisheries Organization (NAFO) to the UN Secretary-
General’s Report on oceans and the law of the sea, pursuant to UNGA Resolution 71/257
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In 2014, the NAFO Fisheries Commission and Scientific Council established a joint working group on 
its ecosystem approach framework to fisheries management to, inter alia, promote the 
understanding of the functioning and dynamics of NAFO marine ecosystems including species 
interactions. This Working Group, supported by advice from the Scientific Council developed through 
the ongoing work of its working group on ecosystem science assessment (WG-ESA), provides the 
primary guidance and recommendations to Fisheries Commission regarding the implementation of 
an Ecosystem Approach to the management of fisheries. The Working Group's responsibilities 
include the development and application of the Ecosystems Approach to Fisheries (EAF) Roadmap 
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comprehensive list of VME indicator species. The FAO Guidelines were used extensively in the 
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circumstances to the flag State Contacting Party. The fishing masters must also include in the report 
their efforts in retrieving the fishing gear. Contracting Parties are required to notify the NAFO 
Secretariat about the incident. The Secretariat is required to post the information on the secure part 
of the NAFO website. 

XV. Coordination and cooperation 

NAFO cooperates in general with UN and FAO WGs and their consultative processes (e.g. CWP, ASFA, 
FIRMS, COFI), Regional Fishery Body Secretariats Network (RSN), other RFMO meetings in an 


