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Madam Chair, Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,  
 
There is an increasing overlap between terrorism, armed conflict and organized 
crime. Members of terrorist groups commit severe human rights abuses and violations of 
international humanitarian law, including sexual and gender-based violence, recruitment and 
exploitation of children, and engage in crimes that qualify as war crimes, crimes against 
humanity and genocide.  
 
It is essential that members of terrorist groups are held accountable for the full range of crimes 
they are committing. This is not only in the interest of security but an essential component of a 
victim-centered response to terrorism. Criminal accountability is important for 
delivering justice to victims, for promoting reconciliation and for preventing further violence.   
 
Criminal justice responses have to 
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